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IMPORTANT

I-901 SEVIS Fee for J Nonimmigrant Exchange Visitors 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) collects a fee to cover the costs of the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP). 

Exchange Visitors are subjected to this fee, which is used to administer and maintain the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS), support compliance activities, and establish SEVIS Liaison Officers to provide information and assistance to exchange visitors, students and schools. 

The payment of I-901 fees is recorded and tracked in SEVIS, the automated system for collecting, maintaining, and managing information about nonimmigrant exchange visitors in the United States.

Who pays the fee?
Those who wish to enter the United States as exchange visitors with a DS-2019 Form. 

How much is the fee?
	For exchange visitors (J-1):
	$100

	For spouses and dependent children (J-2) of exchange visitors
	None


When do prospective students or exchange visitors pay the SEVIS fee?
Applicants who require a J1 visa to enter the United States must pay the SEVIS fee before going to the U.S. embassy or consulate for their visa interviews. 

How is the fee paid?
· Through the Internet at www.FMJfee.com by using a credit or debit card and completing the online Form I-901 (Fee for Remittance for Certain F, M, and J Nonimmigrants); or
· Through the mail by submitting a completed Form I-901 and a check or money order drawn on a U.S. bank and payable in U.S. currency; or
· Through Western Union's "Quick Pay" service. The detailed payment instructions, including samples of properly completed Quick Pay forms, are posted on the Web at: http://www.ice.gov/graphics/sevis/i901/wu_instr.htm.
When must the fee be paid?
The fee must be paid to ensure that the payment can be deposited and recorded in SEVIS prior to the scheduled visa interview. The interviewing consular officer will confirm that the fee has been paid by accessing SEVIS. To allow for adequate processing time the fee must be paid:

· At least three business days prior to the visa interview date for electronic submissions. 

· For regular mail submissions, 15 business days should be allowed before the scheduled visa interview. This time frame allows adequate time for the fee payment to be received at the DHS address listed on the Form I-901, deposited, and recorded in SEVIS. 

· Add local mail processing times to these processing times for accuracy. 

How will the payment be verified?
The payment will be recorded in the SEVIS system. However, it is recommended that the paper I-797 or the Internet-generated receipt be brought to the visa interview.

· DHS will issue an official paper receipt (I-797) for every payment received. 

· Individuals who are paying by mail, may request Express delivery service for the I-797 receipt at an additional cost of $30. 

· Individuals who file electronically will be able to print an electronic receipt immediately at the time of payment. 

