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MEDIA ALERT

FOREIGN FULBRIGHT STUDENTS FROM 80 COUNTRIES TO VISIT NEW YORK AREA SCHOOLS

WHEN:
Friday, April 8, 2005 – 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

WHERE:
Local High Schools:



Manhattan:   Manhattan International High School, Vanguard High School



Queens:  
Baccalaureate School for Global Education



Brooklyn:  
Automotive High School



Bronx:  
Bronx International High School

WHO: 

Approximately 140 students from more than 80 countries, who are studying in the United States as part of the Fulbright Program

WHAT:
Small groups of 4-6 Fulbright Students will visit local high school classrooms and introduce area students to different aspects of their countries or cultures.  They will make presentations during two classroom periods, and participate in tours of the school or special programs.

WHY:  
The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs has asked the Institute of International Education (IIE) and Metro International to arrange for Fulbrighters to visit New York-area high school classrooms to engage students in interactive discussions pertaining to their home countries, specific fields of study, or current curriculum topics. The goal is to allow Fulbrighters to learn about U.S. schools and to help broaden the perspectives of American high school students about our increasingly interdependent world. The school visits are part of a four-day Fulbright Enrichment Seminar, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and presented by the Institute of International Education (IIE), to be held April 7-10.  Foreign Fulbright Students attending U.S. colleges and U.S. students who have recently returned from a Fulbright year abroad will gather with leading experts to explore the New York seminar’s theme of Rethinking the Melting Pot: Immigration and American Society in the 21st Century.  The seminar will feature panel discussions and keynote addresses on some of the current immigration challenges facing America.  Immigration policy leaders as well as professors from five colleges will provide an in-depth look at these topics.

The Fulbright Program was established in 1946 to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and other countries. The Program’s primary source of funding is an annual appropriation from the U.S. Congress, and partner governments and other organizations in the United States and abroad also provide significant funding. Grants are made to citizens of participating countries, primarily for exchanges that involve university teaching, advanced research, graduate study, and teaching at the school level. The Program is administered by the U.S. Department of State under policy guidelines established by the presidentially appointed twelve-member J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board.  The Institute of International Education is a private not-for-profit organization founded in 1919 to promote international educational exchange and training.
