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Day of event cell phone:  312-346-0026

FUTURE LEADERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO EXAMINE 

GENERATIONS OF CHANGE

Chicago Fulbright Seminar To Focus On Politics and Society in American since WWII

Thursday, March 31, 2005 – Sunday, April 3, 2005-- Approximately 140 Fulbright Students from around the world will gather in Chicago for the annual Fulbright Foreign Student Enrichment Seminar series, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and presented by the Institute of International Education (IIE).  Foreign Fulbright Students attending U.S. colleges and U.S. students who have recently returned from a Fulbright year abroad will gather with leading experts to explore the Chicago seminar’s theme of Politics and Society in America since WWII.

The seminar will include school visits on Friday, April 1, when Fulbrighters will visit local high school classrooms, to gain insight into the Chicago-area educational system.  They will also have the opportunity to share diverse facets of their own countries and cultures with the young American students they meet.

Through presentations, discussion, and debate, the seminar will examine how our world has changed dramatically since the end of WWII.  Issues of technology, globalization, race and religion all play a major a role in understanding our new political and social world.  Dr. Melissa Harris-Lacewell, Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago, will lead the panels and provide the framework for the discussion.  Thursday evening, Dr. Thomas Holt, a James Westfall Thompson Professor of American and African-American History at the University of Chicago, will provide the keynote address and background for the seminar by laying the foundation of these significant changes in the political process in recent decades.  Saturday morning Fulbrighters will hear from local leaders in the Chicago-area on the significant changes in politics as related to race, religion and technology. 

The Chicago Fulbright seminar is the fifth in a series of seven seminars sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State and run by the Institute of International Education to bring together Fulbright fellows to discuss important world issues and trends.  

These seminars, which are being held this year in Tempe, New Orleans, San Francisco, Washington, DC, Chicago, Boulder and New York, are an integral part of the overall Fulbright experience and are designed to support the Fulbright Program objective of promoting mutual understanding between people of the United States and the people of other countries.  Mutual respect and understanding are vitally important as we all work to reach peaceful solutions to conflict. 

The seminars help achieve this objective by focusing on critical issues in U.S. society that also have resonance in other countries. The seminars are designed to provide exposure to the diversity of viewpoints in the United States, and to promote lively discussion and dialogue among the seminar participants. The Chicago seminar provides an outstanding opportunity for the Fulbright Students who are studying at universities across the United States to gather together and learn more about life in the United States, to discuss insights they have gained, and to share unique experiences from their own Fulbright programs.  This year’s student participants hail from more than 80 nations in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, the Americas, Australia, Europe, Eurasia, and the Middle East.

Fulbright Program Background 

Each year, approximately 2,000 new Fulbright Fellows begin their U.S. academic programs.  This year, 2,400 foreign Fulbright students are studying the United States, many on multi-year programs.  Fulbright students come from more than 150 countries.  Many Fulbrighters are young professionals who will return to positions of responsibility in their countries.  

In addition to foreign Fulbright students, more than 1,100 U.S. Fulbright students are studying abroad this year.  The Fulbright Scholar Program for academics and professionals, administered by the Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES), a division of IIE, also sends approximately 1,000 U.S. scholars abroad each year and brings nearly 800 foreign scholars to the United States on behalf of the U.S. Department of State. 

The Fulbright Program was established in 1946, at the end of World War II, to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and other countries, through the exchange of people, knowledge, and skills. The Program’s primary source of funding is an annual appropriation from the U.S. Congress, and partner governments and other organizations in the United States and abroad also provide significant funding. Grants are made to citizens of participating countries, primarily for university teaching, advanced research, graduate study, and teaching in elementary and secondary schools. 

The Program is administered by the U.S. Department of State under policy guidelines established by a presidentially appointed twelve-member board known as the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board.  Fifty-one binational Fulbright Commissions, composed of equal numbers of United States and partner country citizens, supervise the Program in foreign countries.  In countries without a binational commission, the U.S. Embassy runs the Program in partnership with the host country government.  The Institute of International Education is one of several private not-for-profit organizations assisting in the administration of the Fulbright Program.

#  #  #

The Institute of International Education (http://www.iie.org) is a world leader in the international exchange of people and ideas.  An independent, nonprofit organization founded in 1919, the Institute is the world’s most experienced global higher education and professional exchange organization.  IIE has a network of 19 offices worldwide, over 850 college and university members, and more than 5,000 volunteers.  IIE designs and implements programs of study and training for students, educators, young professionals and trainees from all sectors with funding from government and private sources. These programs include the Fulbright and Humphrey Fellowships, administered for the U.S. Department of State, and the People, Energy and Development program administered for USAID.  The Institute is a resource for educators and institutions worldwide, publishing Academic Year Abroad and Short Term Study Abroad and operating www.IIEPassport.org, the search engine for study abroad programs.  IIE works cooperatively with the Department of State, the commissions, foundations, and posts overseas and with the U.S. higher education community to bring new Fulbright grantees to appropriate educational programs in the United States and abroad, to enable them to achieve their objectives, and to assist them in returning home.  Further information is available at http://www.iie.org/fulbright.

The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State seeks to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and people of other countries through its professional, cultural, and academic exchange programs. The bureau promotes personal, professional, and institutional ties between private citizens and organizations in the United States and abroad, and presents U.S. history, society, art and culture in all its diversity to overseas audiences. Each year, over 30,000 individuals, from the United States and abroad, participate in these exchanges.  Further information is available at http://exchanges.state.gov.
2005 Fulbright Enrichment Seminars

Tempe, February 17-20 
 Managing and Protecting Natural Resources



New Orleans, March 3-6 
 Achieving Gender Equity in Education and the Workplace


San Francisco, March 10-13
 Investing in the Future: Corporate and Community Partnerships

Washington, DC, Mar 17-20
 Challenges and Choices for the 109th Congress

Chicago, March 31-April 3 
 Politics and Society in America since WWII
Denver, March 31-April 3 
 The Changing Face of the American West 




New York, April 7-10 
 Rethinking the Melting Pot: Immigration and American Society 

 in the 21st Century

