INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

BACKGROUNDER

Winners of the 2007 Andrew Heiskell Awards for Innovation in International Education

This year we launched a special focus on increasing participation in study abroad, showcasing four models for “Increasing Diversity in Study Abroad.”  Three programs effectively increase participation of students of diverse racial, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds, while another model increases participation of students in science-related disciplines.  Pressure to minimize time to graduation and extensive course requirements are two of the greatest barriers to study abroad for underrepresented students.  In each of these cases, creating study abroad experiences with direct relevance to student majors is critical in increasing participation.  All of the study abroad programs profiled this year provide excellent strategies for extending the benefits of international experience to a broader population. 

Following the success of the first Annual IIE Best Practices Conference in March of 2006, we introduced the new category “International Exchange Partnerships” for the 2007 Andrew Heiskell Awards competition.  Consortia, direct exchanges, and development of joint curricula, including dual degree and joint degree programs, are just some of the effective partnerships eligible for the award.  This new category sparked enormous interest, and we received an unprecedented number of nominations in this area.  

INTERNATIONALIZING THE CAMPUS

WINNER
University of Delaware 

Newark, Delaware

Advancement of a Campus-Wide International Curriculum 
Nomination submitted by Lesa Griffiths and Lisa Chieffo, Director and Associate Director, Center for International Studies

The University of Delaware (UD) has a long tradition of international education which dates back to 1923 and the first study abroad program in the United States. Today, participation rate for study abroad surpasses 40% making UD the leader (in participation rate) among public universities in the U.S.  Although study abroad is the foundation of UD’s internationalization efforts, a resolution passed by their Faculty Senate in 2000, brought a global emphasis to all aspects of the academic enterprise by declaring the following as one of the goals of a UD education:  “To develop an international perspective in order to live and work effectively in an increasingly global society.”  

In 2001 the University established the Center for International Studies (CFIS) to provide leadership, strategic vision, and administrative support to enhance international teaching, research, and service. Since its inception, the number of international initiatives has increased significantly across a broad range of disciplines.  CFIS staff work with administrators, faculty, students, and with residence life staff to create programs which add an international or global dimension to all aspects of student life, both on and off campus.  These include international service learning, international research, study abroad, thematic residence halls, seminars, musical events, art exhibits, new courses, and revised courses, among many others.

According to UD Provost Dan Rich, "Our goal has been to add an international aspect to all facets of a student's life, and the fact that more than 40 percent of our students now are involved in study abroad programs has greatly enriched the academic experience for everyone. Students not only benefit from their own personal experiences, but they and the faculty members who direct these study abroad programs also bring that new global perspective back to the campus."

HONORABLE MENTION 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 

Greensboro, North Carolina
Global Studies Certificate Program 

Nomination submitted by:  Dr. Chiekwe Anyansi-Archibong, Professor of Strategic Management and Global Studies Certificate Program Coordinator, and Mrs. Dana Taylor, Program Assistant

As part of an interdisciplinary program, the Global Studies Certificate can be earned while fulfilling the academic requirements for a degree in any discipline.  Designed to provide students with the opportunity to better prepare themselves to live and work in a global society, the Global Studies Certificate Program requires students to complete an Introduction to Global Studies course, six to twelve hours of elective courses including foreign language courses at the intermediate or advanced level; have an Experience abroad (study or internship), and complete the Global Studies Capstone Seminar that follows their experience abroad.  The program requires students to complete a minimum of 16 credit hours in addition to completing their major degree requirements.  Recipients of this certificate have come from disciplines such as Engineering, Mathematics and Physics, departments where study abroad and global studies are often difficult to integrate. 

STUDY ABROAD 

JOINT WINNERS
Emory University 
Atlanta, Georgia
Emory College’s Science Experience Abroad (SEA)

Nomination Submitted by:  Preetha Ram, Assistant Dean for Science, Office for Undergraduate Education, and Philip Wainwright, Director, Center for International Programs Abroad, 

Emory College

The Science Experience Abroad (SEA) program at Emory targets undergraduate science students, currently an under-represented group in study abroad, and aims to increase their participation by offering a variety of innovative interventions.  These interventions are designed with an in-depth understanding of the special needs of the science students and range from scholarships and financial incentives to new science study abroad programs. Other elements of SEA include science-specific advising and mentoring, greater science faculty involvement in recruiting, and better student advocacy and marketing. 

Summer science programs were developed to satisfy some of the requirements of a science major – students can choose chemistry studies in Siena with an opportunity to examine the composition of paintings at the Uffizi; or Ecology and Environment in Australia, as well as a new program this summer – Global Health Interdisciplinary Sciences in South Africa.  International Fellowships for Research are also developed in close collaboration with an Emory faculty advisor, and several science exchange programs have grown from faculty collaborations at universities abroad. 

In recent years, statistics indicate both a decline in the contribution of American scientists to science worldwide, and an increase in the contributions of international scientists to the scientific enterprise.  The rapidly changing climate of science now calls for a more globally aware, multi-culturally perceptive scientist who has experienced life outside the U.S.  

JOINT WINNER 

Florida A & M University 

Tallahassee, Florida

Global Opportunities on I -10 

Nomination Submitted by:  Dr. Kenneth R. Gray, Principal Investigator, BIE Grant 
The Global Opportunities on I-10 (GO I-I0) project is a community-based and locally-focused initiative that addresses the need for international awareness and understanding among American and particularly African-American students.  African-American students accounted for 11% of U.S. student enrollments in four-year colleges and universities in 2002, but they accounted for only 3.5% of US students studying abroad.  Prior to the Global Opportunities project, both the regional culture of the I-10 corridor and FAMU’s undergraduate business offerings reflected an overall lack of awareness of international issues.  With the GO I-10 project, FAMU’s semester long study in Kenya and short-term study abroad initiatives in the Dominican Republic offer the university’s  predominantly African-American students the opportunity to be exposed to different cultures through international travel as a structural component of their university education.  New programs are advancing for study abroad in China and Brazil.  Cultivating young people in a community-based component of the FAMU internationalization program, the International Business Summer Camp is a two week summer camp for local area high school students.  Students in the camp explore the impact and importance of globalization on world politics and economics and develop a foundation for future focus on international issues. 

International programming at FAMU has grown quickly over the past two years, fueled largely by a Business and International Education (BIE) grant received from the U.S. Department of Education.  Designed to enhance the globalization of Florida A & M University (FAMU) – School of Business & Industry (SBI).
HONORABLE MENTION 

University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Education Abroad:  Removing Barriers and Extending the Reach 
Nomination submitted by Dr. Brian Levin-Stankevich, Chancellor

In 2002, the University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire initiated an evaluation of barriers to study abroad for traditionally underrepresented groups, including students of color and students majoring in Education and Nursing.  To extend the reach of study abroad to these students, new programs were created, including one in Thailand, designed for students of the campus and community’s largest minority population – Hmong Americans, and another in Costa Rica, designed for Nursing majors.  In addition, two new partnerships were created, one in South Africa for Nursing and Education majors, and another to facilitate student teaching in countries around the globe.
HONORABLE MENTION 

Valdosta State University 
Valdosta, Georgia
Study Abroad Program in Guadalajara
Nomination submitted by Dr. Ivan Nikolov, Director of International Programs 
The study abroad program in Guadalajara was established fifteen years ago with the stated aim of improving the language skills of majors and minors in Spanish and increasing their cultural competency through exposure to Hispanic culture. In recent years the mission has changed, occasioned by the steady influx of migrants into the region and has extended to include students in other disciplines whose professional careers and personal lives would involve positive interaction with the newly-increasing Hispanic population.  Students are actively recruited from such disciplines as Sociology, Social Work, Criminal Justice, Nursing and Education to complete foreign language requirements.  In 2005 the decision was made to expand the program to include the ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) endorsement as an add-on component of teacher certification.  This opportunity provides teachers with the ability to complete a large portion of their coursework in an intensive five-week session, including home-stays and field work.  In 2005, this field work was completed at a local orphanage where students taught English lessons to the children.    
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PARTNERSHIPS 

WINNER  
The State University of New York System Administration 
Albany, New York
Turkish Dual Diploma Programs 

Nominated by Mr. Robert Gosende, Associate Vice Chancellor for International Programs 
The SUNY dual diploma program offers a replicable curricular model for an undergraduate joint degree program which preserves the academic integrity of the educational tradition of each country and yet is the product of reasonable compromise, permitting students to meet general education and specialty requirement s in both Turkish and SUNY Systems. 

In 2003, the SUNY dual diploma program was available for the first time to students taking the national university entrance exam administered by YOK (Turkish Council of Higher Education).  Three hundred places were offered - thirty in each of ten pilot programs.  More than 3,800 Turkish students selected the dual diploma program among their placement choices.  This competition ensured a high level of academic potential among the students selected and demonstrated to administrators that the program responded to an urgent need.  

The first dual diploma students from Turkey arrived on SUNY campuses in academic year 2003-2004, with 33 students at two campuses.  The partnerships between Turkish and SUNY campuses have now grown to include twenty-four programs, with nine Turkish and ten SUNY campuses participating. Enrollment across these programs now exceeds 1,500 students.

The dual diploma program offers benefits to both Turkey and the United States. The SUNY and Turkish partner campuses gain more international exposure.  All participating campuses benefit from the faculty exchanges which are being built into the dual diploma programs from the outset.  SUNY faculty will soon have the opportunity to teach in Turkey; Turkish faculty members have already gained experience in the United States at their SUNY partner campuses.  SUNY is now working on the development of programs to take NYS students to Turkey for some portion of their undergraduate education, but even among those NYS students who never go to Turkey, their undergraduate experience is greatly enhanced by studying and living side-by-side with their Turkish peers.  This program contributes to their knowledge of the Muslim world, a part of the world which is often not well-understood among US university students, and strengthens the University’s ability to foster a sense of global citizenry among its students.

HONORABLE MENTION

Bard College
Annandale-on-Hudson, New York
Smolny College
Nomination submitted by:  Susan H. Gillespie, Vice President, Director, Institute for International Liberal Education


Smolny College is Russia’s first liberal arts college, a joint venture between Bard College and St. Petersburg State University.  The venture is an undergraduate dual degree program, and Smolny College’s graduates, who are predominantly Russian, earn a B.A. in Liberal Arts and Sciences from Bard College and a parallel B.A. in Arts and Humanities from Smolny College of St. Petersburg State University.  Smolny currently enrolls 460 undergraduate students and a small number of Master’s degree students.  The first dual B.A. degrees were awarded in June 2004, in St. Petersburg.  Smolny is at the forefront of reform in Russian higher education, with Smolny administrators leading Russia’s current entry into the Bologna Process.  The use of the credit system and new communications technologies for teaching has helped develop these skills for leadership; Smolny has already inspired more than six other programs in Russian universities and higher technical schools.
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