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Getting the word out — on a variety of programs,

issues, events, and trends related to international

education — is an integral part of IIE’s work.  As one

of the most experienced organizations in the field,

the Institute is a rich resource, not only for those

seeking specific information about educational

opportunities abroad, but also for anyone with 

a more general interest in international education 

and training.

IIE’s outreach activities take many forms: a robust

publications program, an ever-growing website,

and, not least, IIE’s role as a convener and confer-

ence facilitator.  Each year IIE organizes conferences

on a wide variety of topics. This year these have

included such issues as building civil societies,

improving the global competence of U.S. and foreign

students, and developing intercultural alliances in

the visual arts. As different thematically as these

conferences are, their shared framework is, always,

the international dimensions of a particular issue,

problem, or idea.  The Institute’s role as convener as

well as its leadership in policy formation is further

enhanced by its very active collaboration with 

colleague organizations around the world.

I IE  INTERACTIVE

Twenty thousand hits per day — that’s the latest count

available for IIE Online, the Institute’s website that

debuted last year.  This impressive statistic illustrates

not only the large audience for information on interna-

tional study opportunities, but also the richness of the

site itself: more than 9,000 pages are available.  IIE

Online offers information on such perennial favorites

as the Fulbright Program, as well as dozens of other

programs, services, and publications.

This year IIE built upon its online capabilities with 

a new e-mail announcement service that allows the

Institute to communicate easily and regularly with its

key constituencies.  News of website innovations, 

special and annual publications (available through

IIE’s online bookstore), and even an electronic

newsletter can be sent automatically to targeted 

audiences, among them Educational Associates, ESL

programs, and study abroad sponsors.  To enhance

interactivity, this new service will be accessible

through IIE’s website — one need only click on the

appropriate icon to subscribe.

www.i ie.org

o n l i n e
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OPEN DOORS

From a modest beginning in 1948,

IIE’s annual census of foreign stu-

dent trends is now, according to one

U.S. university official,“the interna-

tional education bible.” Among

those in the field, the publication of

Open Doors — as it was renamed in

1955 — is an eagerly awaited annu-

al event. Supported by USIA since

the 1970’s, Open Doors is the

resource of first — and often last

— resort for anyone seeking infor-

mation on foreign students in the

United States. Questions on what

countries they come from, where

and what they are studying, even

how they are financing their studies

are all covered in this survey. Open

Doors also includes chapters on 

foreign scholars doing research and

teaching in the United States as well

as U.S. students studying abroad.

Complementing this wealth of

statistical information are illuminat-

ing sidebar articles from experts in

the field. In recent years such topics

included “Engineers Prepare for

World Involvement,” and “Education

as Export.” Each year Open Doors’

data informs dozens of articles in

the mainstream and education

press. This year IIE hosted a spe-

cial roundtable discussion with an

international group of educators,

policymakers, researchers, and 

journalists to explore several key

issues including: campus-based ini-

tiatives to internationalize the stu-

dent body, the use of statistical data

in institutional and governmental

policy formation on foreign stu-

dents, and efforts to increase study

abroad opportunities for minority

and economically disadvantaged

students. Pictured is Akira

Ninomiya, Director of the

International Center at Hiroshima

University, who attended the meet-

ing and  contributed a sidebar in

the latest edition of Open Doors.

BROADCAST JOURNALISM
AND THE LAW

One essential theme — freedom

of expression — dominated a

three-day conference on “Legal

Aspects of Broadcasting in Latin

America” held in June in Mexico

City. The Conference drew 67

industry leaders from nine

Latin American countries,

the United States, and

Canada. For the conferees,

free expression embodied a

number of concepts: free-

dom from censorship,

both direct (bans on the

transmission of specific

information) and indirect

(silencing the media for

reasons of security, health,

or public order); the right

to choose, receive, and

distribute information

without impediment; the

right to editorialize; the right

to develop programming; and

the right to advertise. Within this

broad framework conferees dis-

cussed the ways in which free

expression is both supported and

undermined through law, eco-

nomics, and technology. This

conference was sponsored by

the Robert R. McCormick Tribune

Foundation.

www.iie.org/opendoors/

i n  p e r s o n  

Jay Mallin
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SISTER ORGANIZATIONS
CELEBRATE LANDMARK
ANNIVERSARIES

Once the idea of international

education was quite limited — 

an individual medieval scholar

traveling far afield to gain new

insights, or the European “grand

tour” for the children of wealthy

U.S. families. Today more than a

million people are studying out-

side their own countries. In the

United States, this phenomenon is

assisted — in no small measure

— by the efforts of two of IIE’s

sister organizations, the Council

on International Educational

Exchange (CIEE) and NAFSA:

Association of International

Educators, which are marking

their 50th anniversaries in 

1997 and 1998, respectively.

The Institute has long-standing

partnerships with both organiza-

tions. Indeed, IIE helped in their

founding. Many IIE-sponsored

meetings crystallized the need for

such organizations, and IIE

housed NAFSA during its start-up

phase. In the ensuing fifty years

both CIEE and NAFSA 

have compiled outstanding

records of achievement, and 

continue to work collaboratively

with the Institute.

I IE  PUBLISHING

Information on study opportunities all over the world, financial aid for international

study, and how women can increase access to sometimes elusive international

scholarships are just a few of the topics covered by IIE publications.  The Institute

offers electronic access to a number of its directories, research reports, books and

other publications, and all of them can be ordered online from www.iiebooks.org

and iiebooks@pmds.com.

English Language & Orientation

Programs in the United States is

a comprehensive directory listing

Intensive English Programs and

ESL courses offered by U.S. higher

education institutions and private

language schools.

A research report, Towards

Transnational Competence:

Rethinking International

Education, offers a compelling

argument and specific strategies

for improving the international

skills of U.S. and Japanese stu-

dents by strengthening their abili-

ty to work in different cultures as

global professionals. The report,

supported by the United States-

Japan Foundation and universities

in the two countries, is the culmi-

nation of three years of policy

review by a binational task force

of international educators.

Academic Year Abroad, an annu-

al directory, lists more than 2,400

study-abroad  programs, most

offered by U.S. accredited colleges

and universities. Also included

are programs from non-accredit-

ed institutions, as well as foreign

universities, adult education cen-

ters, and other U.S. and foreign

organizations.

The latest study from the South

Africa Information Exchange,

Listening to the Stakeholders,

details how five major founda-

tions successfully invested in

southern Africa’s development,

and the lessons to be learned on

the impact and sustainability of

these model programs. This

report, funded by the Aspen

Institute and the Rockefeller

Foundation, is the 33rd and final

working paper in the SAIE series,

a remarkable set of documents

that provided timely and vital

information to universities and

NGOs in southern Africa as well

as to the donors and academics

worldwide who work to strength-

en civil society and academic

exchange in the region.

www.iie.org/svcs/

I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n

Academic 
Year 
Abroad
1 9 9 8 / 9 9
T h e  M o s t  C o m p l e t e  G u i d e  

t o  P l a n n i n g  A c a d e m i c  Ye a r

S t u d y  A b r o a d

Institute of International Education

English Language &
Orientation Programs 
in the United States

Offered by U.S.

Institutions of

Higher Education

and Private

Language Schools

i n  p r i n t  


