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F U L B R I G H T  S T U D E N T  A N D  

S E N I O R  S C H O L A R  P R O G R A M S

The Fulbright Program is a singularly powerful tool for leadership develop-

ment. Created in 1946, the program is today the premier US government

exchange initiative. By facilitating the free flow of knowledge and ideas, Fulbright

is dedicated to creating mutual understanding and cooperative relationships

between the United States and partner nations abroad. Through this extraordi-

nary endeavor students, scholars, and other professionals also gain critical inter-

national skills and develop the resources necessary for leadership in a world that

is increasingly interconnected. With its unparalleled global reputation for excel-

lence, the program draws participants from 130 countries, including the United

States. In partnership with USIA and Fulbright commissions abroad, IIE’s admin-

istration of the Fulbright Student Program spans more than fifty years. More

recently, the Institute, with its affiliate the Council for International Exchange 

of Scholars (CIES), assumed responsibility for the Fulbright Senior Scholar Program

as well.

Broadening a person’s cultural horizons increases their capacity to think

globally. It also creates opportunities for them to participate directly in making the

world a less dangerous place. IIE and its Fulbright partners pursue these goals,

notably by working to enrich the experience of both Fulbright students and

Fulbright scholars. For example, this year IIE instituted a series of leadership con-

T

My experience has been that true
leaders — the ones who invite
believers — are a mix of four 
elements: They are executives,
entrepreneurs, examples and
enthusiasts.

C AT H L E E N  B L A C K
P R E S I D E N T ,  H E A R S T  M A G A Z I N E S

As a  Fulbright

scholar  Wil l iam

Shullenberger

taught  in  Uganda.

Here his  former

Makerere  University

student  Ayeta  Anne

Wangusa visits  

with him in the

United States.
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vocations where students and scholars had an opportunity to hear recognized figures in specific fields dis-

cuss their views of leadership. The convocations also gave the Fulbrighters an opportunity to make connec-

tions with each other — opportunities that they would not otherwise have. Two recent convocations, in

New York and Washington respectively, featured Cathleen Black, President of Hearst Magazines, and Paula

Dobriansky, a Director at the Council on Foreign Relations. Fellows from the Council also participated in IIE’s

new series of informal roundtable discussions designed to enhance Fulbrighters’ international perspective.

Recent topics were “American Foreign Policy and Democratic Consolidation” and “Japanese Foreign Policy.”

IIE helps develop leadership through many less public, day-to-day activities. Indeed, it brings an

unmatched breadth of experience to its Fulbright management. The Institute coordinates a national recruit-

ment effort for outstanding US students and convenes selection panels through its offices around the coun-

try — and in tandem with hundreds of US institutions. For Fulbright students coming from abroad IIE

arranges for appropriate university placement, negotiates and administers cost-sharing, and provides effec-

tive student supervision for foreign students. For the scholar program, this academic network is equally

important. Working with Fulbright campus coordinators in all fifty states, CIES responds to a huge number

of inquiries each year and manages thousands of applications. It convenes peer review panels comprised

of faculty and professionals across disciplines, and provides logistical and other support to both US and 

foreign scholars during their exchanges.

In addition to the special student/scholar events, IIE also provides a number of other unique value-

added services to the Fulbright program, including special enrichment seminars, cultural activities, and,

perhaps most important, leveraging additional financial assistance for Fulbrighters from private sources. The

Educational exchanges such as the Fulbright
Program have been an essential part of our
public diplomacy. As we restructure our 
institutions for more effective engagement
abroad, I can assure you that neither the 
status of the Fulbright Program, nor its 
independence, is expected to diminish. And 
I know those who administer the Fulbright
Program will work to ensure that it continues
its tradition of excellence in years to come.

S E C R E TA R Y  O F  S TAT E  M A D E L E I N E  K .  A L B R I G H T
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Kenneth Holland Awards are notable. These awards, named for IIE’s third president and funded by the

Kenneth Holland Fund, give foreign Fulbright students the opportunity to build on their US experience upon

their return home by supporting innovative projects of the students’ own design. Among the projects 

funded to date are a literacy project in the Philippines, AIDS education for teens in South Africa, and an 

agricultural modernization project in Cambodia.

This year 2,800 of the world’s most promising young people participated in the Fulbright Student

Program, and more than 1,400 remarkable faculty and other professionals honed their skills and broadened

their minds through the Fulbright Senior Scholar Program. The experience of one such US scholar, William

Shullenberger, and his wife Bonnie exemplifies Senator J. William Fulbright’s belief that “creative leadership

and liberal education…are the first requirement for a hopeful future for humankind.” The Shullenbergers

lived and taught in Uganda, where according to Bill they joined a “working group of intellectuals and 

writers emerging from two decades of civil chaos and state terror.” At Makerere University, Bill’s charge was

to teach American literature, and Bonnie taught religion and creative writing. In a context of a national

effort that put its limited resources primarily into technical development and rebuilding infrastructures,

the Shullenbergers commented that their role was “to stress the importance of…literature…in the task 

of nation-building.” Bill also helped develop a basic course in the literature of East Africa, and in the 

process discovered ways to teach American literature in an African context — via Walt Whitman. “My 

students heard in Whitman the ancient chant of the griot, the village and court poet, the visionary oral 

historian of a people.”

Esteban Biondi  ( lef t)

won a  1998 Kenneth

Hol land Award. Here

he is  w ith his  w ife ,

son and Kenneth

Hol land’s  w idow,

Mar y Hol land, at  the

awards ceremony.

Ke
n 

Le
vi

ns
on



L E A D E R S H I P  D E V E L O P M E N T

14

I
n

s
t

it
u

t
e

 o
f

I
n

t
e

r
n

a
t

io
n

a
l 

E
d

u
c

a
t

io
n

H U B E R T  H . H U M P H R E Y  F E L L O W S H I P  P R O G R A M   

Building mutual understanding and future leaders is also at the heart of the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship

Program — another Fulbright activity with core sponsorship from USIA, and administered by IIE. The

Program brings accomplished mid-career professionals to the United States for a year of study and practi-

cal experience. Fellows are in fields as diverse as agricultural development, journalism, and international

finance, and hail from nearly 60 countries. They share a demonstrated commitment to public service, and a

desire to establish lasting international networks with their professional counterparts. This year the

Humphrey program included, for the first time, Fellows from Bosnia-Herzegovina and Vietnam.

Special alumni activities are an important component of the Humphrey program. This year there were

three regional and numerous national alumni conferences around the world. Humphrey alumni cited their

experience in the program as a critical factor in their professional development. Dr. Reychad Abdool, a

Humphrey alumnus who directs a drug treatment center in Mauritius, said that his experience helped him “go

beyond clinical issues and get an international perspective on a phenomenon which has wide and varied ram-

ifications.” A recent Humphrey conference in Nigeria provided “valuable networking opportunities for those

working to encourage the development of civic education in the country,“ according to one participant.

To celebrate the program’s upcoming 20th anniversary year, IIE is organizing a worldwide alumni gath-

ering in Washington, DC with a keynote address by former President Jimmy Carter, who signed into law the

program’s founding legislation.

Journal ists  and

Humphrey Fel lows

Huong Ly Bui  Duong

(lef t)  and Azra

Alimajstrov ic  in  the

broadcast  studio at  the

Universit y  of Mar yland,

Col lege Park.
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