
The rapid globalization of commerce and communication has opened new vistas and linked the lives of

people around the world in unprecedented ways.  These changes have engendered both opportunity and fear as

satellite communication and the Internet leap-frog economic and cultural borders.  As we move into a new “global

village,” few of us really know our neighbors.  

These global changes necessitate an in-depth understanding of other countries, yet mouse clicks and double-

clicks cannot replace the experience of being immersed in another culture.  Participating in the lives and ways of

others is the only sure means to move beyond stereotypes, prejudice and misunderstanding.  It is also the key to

enabling us to work together in the global business environment that lies ahead.

There is good news.  Last year, 129,770 American students studied abroad, and 514,723 foreign students

studied in the United States.  While the number of American students studying abroad is still small, the number

has grown by 45% over the past four years.  Greatly increasing this number is at the heart of IIE’s mission.

The trend toward globalization will also draw more heavily upon IIE as an agent for economic and social

advancement around the world.  The adage, “knowledge is power,” has never been truer than today.  The economic

engine of the world has moved from one that relies principally on labor to one fueled by knowledge and information.

This has produced unparalleled prosperity in the United States, but threatens to turn the existing gap between richer

and poorer nations into an enormous chasm.  If we don’t address this disparity, much of the world’s population will

be left behind, isolated from the economic and societal benefits of advances in science, medicine and technology.  In

addition to needlessly perpetuating human misery, this chasm will create instability within and among nations.

The surest way to close this growing divide is international education.  International education moves people and

ideas beyond borders, sharing what has been learned by one part of the human family with another.  IIE is the world

leader in doing this.  Last year, IIE helped more than 18,000 students, scholars and professionals from more than 175

countries receive the education and training needed to improve the quality of life in their countries. We will be a vital

resource in the coming decades for assisting developing nations and emerging economies in closing the knowledge gap,

thereby providing a better life for their citizens.  

As you peruse this year’s report, you will get a picture of how IIE helps to bring our world closer together.  

We hope you will be inspired to join with us, our sponsors and supporters in helping to open minds to the world. 
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