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IN RURAL KWAZULU NATAL,  SOUTH AFRICA, Peggy C. Papathakis, M.S., R.D., is com-

pleting research which will lead to her Ph.D. degree in nutrition.  Her research, supported by a U.S.

Fulbright student grant, examines the change in nutritional status of HIV infected mothers who are

breast-feeding.  It is estimated that there is a 35 % HIV prevalence in pregnant women in rural South

Africa.  This research will identify the changing nutritional status of these women and identify the

maternal health and nutrition risks during the first six months of breast-feeding.

The Institute has been selected

by the U.S. Department of

State to continue the adminis-

tration of the Fulbright Student

Program.  

IIE’s selection followed a Congressionally

mandated national competition, which

replaced the previous annual review and

award process. IIE’s submission carried

support from the American university

community — scores  of presidents,

deans and academic leaders representing

large and small, state and private institu-

tions, called upon the Department to 

recognize the Institute’s quality, inde-

pendent processes and commitment to

the program.  The Institute proposal

offered innovations to enhance leader-

ship development, outreach and dedica-

tion to the Fulbright Program’s goal: the

creation of mutual understanding.   In 

its proposal, IIE partnered with two

organizations that have long cooperated

with the Institute on Fulbright work:

AMIDEAST — America Mideast

Educational and Training Services; and

LASPAU — Academic and Professional

Programs for the Americas. 

The Fulbright Student Program assures

highly competent, competitively selected

students from around the world, many

destined to become the leaders of their

countries, the opportunity to benefit from

the U.S. education system.  It broadens

cultural horizons, enabling participants to

think globally.  U.S. applicants from all

fields and all career paths are selected

thefulbright
educationalexchange
program

through an open, merit based competi-

tion.  The approximately 900 Americans

selected annually pursue graduate stud-

ies or conduct independent or collabora-

tive research in countries throughout the

world, building their individual capacities,

representing the U.S. in a wide variety of

settings and institutions where they study

and reside.

Some 1300 foreign students come to U.S.

campuses as Fulbrighters each year.  IIE’s

academic network enables it to assure

their appropriate university placement,

negotiate and administer cost sharing,

including tuition abatement, and provide

effective supervision of program partici-

pants. The Institute provides more than

half a million dollars each year from its

own resources to enhance Fulbright

awards, enabling students with limited

means to attend the institution most

appropriate for their needs. Through 

its network of Regional Centers, IIE also

develops and conducts a variety of activi-

ties to enhance the Fulbright experience.

These include leadership convocations

and round-table discussions, enrichment

seminars and a variety of cultural 

activities. 

The Fulbright Senior Scholar Program,

administered by the Institute’s Council for

International Exchange of Scholars, brings

some 800 international academics and

professionals in every discipline to U.S.

campuses each year.  CIES also 

recommends a similar number of U.S.

scholars through peer review to teach and

conduct research overseas.  

A year ago, CIES launched the Fulbright

Alumni Initiatives Awards Program, 

which offers grants to former U.S. Senior

Scholar Fulbrighters to support projects

that continue work and partnerships 

initiated while they were abroad.  The

Fulbright Legacy Fund, established with a

$2.5 million endowment created by the

IIE Board of Trustees and a grant of 

$1 million from The Starr Foundation, 

provides opportunities that add value to

the Fulbright experience.  Proceeds from

that fund, plus additional monies con-

tributed by the U.S. Department of

State’s Bureau of Educational and

Cultural Affairs support the Alumni

Initiatives Awards Program.

Now in its second year, the program has

already resulted in the creation of some

promising institutional relationships.

The Roy E. Crummer Graduate School of

Business of Rollins College and the 

Faculty of Economics and Tourism of the

University of Rijeka at Pula, Croatia, have

initiated a series of faculty and student

exchanges; the University of New

Hampshire and Utrecht University are

instituting a Dual Masters Degree in

American Studies; and Howard

University Law School and the Norman

Manley Law School in Kingston, Jamaica

are collaborating on a Caribbean Law

Program that involves faculty and student

exchanges, summer institutes, and web-

based library links.  This year, more than

200 applications were received from 

eligible U.S. scholar alumni.  Nineteen 

F U L B R I G H T  S C H O L A R  D A N A  W I L D E continues a class discussion with two

of his students from Fudan University in Shanghai. He spent an academic year in China

teaching American Literature.
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Fulbright Program Alumni Who Have Won The Nobel Prize

Dr. George A. Akerlof — U.S., Economics 2001, Fulbright Scholar: India, 1967-68     Dr. Joseph

Stiglitz — U.S., Economics 2001, Fulbright Fellow: United Kingdom, 1969-70   Dr. Alan G.

MacDiarmid — New Zealand, Chemistry 2000 Fulbright Fellow:  University of  Wisconsin, 

1950     Dr. Douglass C. North — U.S., Economics 1993 Fulbright Scholar     Dr. Erwin Neher

— Germany, Medicine 1991, Fulbright Fellow: University of Wisconsin at Madison, 1966  

Dr. Trygve Haavelmo — Norway, Economics 1989, Fulbright Scholar: University of Chicago,

1957-58    Dr. Susumu Tonegawa — Japan, Medicine 1987, Fulbright Fellow: University of

California, San Diego, 1963    Dr. James M. Buchanan — U.S., Economics 1986, Fulbright

Scholar:  Italy, 1955-56;  United Kingdom, 1961-62     Dr. Franco Modigliani — U.S., Economics

1985, Fulbright Scholar:  Italy, 1961-62     Dr. Carlo Rubbia —  Italy, Physics 1984, Fulbright Fellow:

Columbia University, 1958-59     Dr. William Alfred Fowler — U.S., Physics 1983, Fulbright Fellow:

England, 1954-55   Dr. Bengt Samuelsson — Sweden, Medicine 1982, Fulbright Scholar:

Harvard University, 1961    Dr. Philip W. Anderson — U.S., Physics 1977, Fulbright Scholar:

Japan, 1953-54     Dr. Rosalyn S. Yalow — U.S., Medicine 1977, Fulbright Scholar    Dr. Milton

Friedman — U.S., Economics 1976, Fulbright Scholar: United Kingdom, 1953-54    Dr. Wassily

Leontief — U.S., Economics 1973, Fulbright Scholar: France, 1961-62      Dr. Paul Samuelson —

U.S., Economics 1970, Fulbright Scholar:   Asia, 1972      Dr. Hannes Alfven — Sweden, Physics

1970, Fulbright Scholar:  University of Maryland, 1954-55     Dr. Lars Onsager — U.S., Chemistry

1968, Fulbright Scholar: England, 1951-52     Dr. Hans Bethe — U.S., Physics 1967, Fulbright

Scholar: United Kingdom, 1955     Dr. Robert Sanderson Mulliken — U.S., Chemistry 1966,

Fulbright Scholar:  England, 1952-54     Dr. Charles Hard Townes — U.S., Physics 1964, Fulbright

Scholar: France and Japan, 1955-56; Europe, 1972     Dr. James D. Watson — U.S., Medicine

1962, Fulbright Scholar: Argentina, 1986     Dr. Emilio Segre — U.S., Physics 1959, Fulbright

Scholar:  Italy, 1950     Dr. Joshua Lederberg — U.S., Medicine 1958, Fulbright Scholar:   Australia,

1957     Dr. Chen Ning Yang —  U.S., Physics 1957, Fulbright Scholar:  Brazil, Venezuela, Poland,

Egypt and Malaysia, 1974     Dr. Felix Bloch — U.S., Physics 1952, Fulbright Scholar:  Israel, 1959

awards were made totaling approximately

$315,000 for proposals to create sustain-

able linkages with institutions around 

the world, including Russia, Romania,

Botswana, Tanzania, China, Thailand,

India, Mexico, Venezuela, Jordan, France,

and others. 

In addition, this year the Fulbright

Scholar Program added a new global

dimension to its array or programs. 

CIES, with support from the Bureau of

Educational and Cultural Affairs, estab-

lished the New Century Scholars Program

to bring additional depth and visibility to

the Fulbright Senior Scholar Program.

Thirty research scholars and profession-

als from the United States and around

the world have been designated New

Century Scholars.  This year they will

focus their research on the topic:

“Challenges of Health in a Borderless

World.”  Their work will promote a deep-

er understanding of the social context

within which societies and the global

community shape their response to dis-

ease in a period of increased social

mobility, global interdependence and

rapid socio-economic change.

The New Century Scholars were

announced at a briefing in early October

at the National Press Club in Washington,

DC. They met in October at the

Rockefeller Foundation’s Conference

Center in Bellagio, Italy, to begin their

project, which is being conducted under

the leadership of Professor Ilona

Kickbusch, Director of the Division of

International Health in the Department 

of Epidemiology and Public Health at the

Yale University School of Medicine.  

Among the New Century Scholars are 

the head of the Russian Public Health

Association studying the social determi-

nants of health in Russia,  an Indiana

Professor of Law studying anarchy and

disease, an Indonesian doctor and for-

mer NASA astronaut studying new

approaches to decreasing maternal and

infant mortality, a scholar from Harvard

and one from Makarere University in 

NEW CENTURY SCHOLARS (l-r) Pratiwi Sudarmono, Department of Microbiology at the

University of Indonesia, and Uthaiwan Kanchanakomol, Study and Development Center for Dental

Public Health at Chiang Mai University in Thailand, chat with Distinguished Scholar Leader Ilona

Kickbusch at their meeting in Bellagio, Italy.
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Uganda, both studying postwar psycho-

trauma on refugee populations in Bosnia

and Africa. 

Created to complement the traditional

Fulbright Program, the new Fulbright

Senior Specialists Program offers short-

term grants of two to six weeks for both

U.S. faculty and professionals. In its inau-

gural year, over 600 academics and pro-

fessionals have applied, and 300 have

been vetted and placed on a roster to be

matched with requests from overseas

host institutions. Senior Specialists col-

laborate with their overseas counterparts

on curriculum and faculty development,

institutional planning, and a variety of

other activities. A unique aspect of the

program is that it is managed online.

Applicants get information, apply, are 

vetted by disciplinary peer review com-

mittees and the J. William Fulbright

Scholarship Board, and notified of their

grants – all electronically. The paperless

process allows for quick turnaround,

matching those on the roster with incom-

ing program requests and administering

grants via a central database. A host insti-

tution may have a Senior Specialist on its

doorstep in as little as two months. For

many U.S. academics and professionals,

however, the best thing about the pro-

gram is that it gives them the opportunity

to participate in a Fulbright academic

exchange for a time period that can be

worked in among their myriad other com-

mitments.

The Humphrey Fellowship Program, a

Fulbright activity supported by the U.S.

Department of State and other sponsors

and administered by IIE since it began in

1979, brings mid-career professionals in

the public sector to the United States for

a year of study and practical experience.

Humphrey Fellows are selected from

diverse fields, yet all share a commitment

to leadership and to public service.  

Through the fellowship experience, which

includes academic work as well as confer-

ences and professional attachments, they

grow professionally, and develop networks

of like-minded professionals around the

world.

In 2001, with support from IIE’s Fulbright

Legacy Fund and the U.S. Department of

State, IIE and State established a new ini-

tiative within the Humphrey Program, the

Humphrey Alumni Impact Awards. These

grants, to be offered annually, will allow

Humphrey alumni to extend their U.S.

training beyond their direct circle, reach-

ing broader audiences and beneficiaries

through dissemination, training and other

means of spreading the impact of their

Humphrey Fellowships to their home

communities. Thirty-four project propos-

als were received in the first competitive

round.  A joint IIE/State Department

review committee selected four projects

for funding, including cervical cancer

screening in Nigeria, conservation of

indigenous fruit species in Malaysia, and

training/materials for HIV/AIDS workers

in China and in Ethiopia. 

The Korean Humphrey Fellowship Alumni

Association, in cooperation with the

Korean Institute of Public Administration,

convened the fourth annual reunion of

Humphrey Fellows from East Asia and the

Pacific in September 2001.  The meeting,

generously supported by the Korean gov-

ernment and the U.S. Department of

State, focused on the changing role of

government in the 21st Century.

The Nepal Association of Humphrey

Fellows has also made plans for a region-

al conference of South Asian alumni, to

be held in February 2002 in Katmandu,

Nepal.  The conference theme will be

“Good Governance in South Asia:

Problems, Opportunities and Strategies

for Change.” Some 70 Alumni from

Nepal, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and

the Maldives are expected to attend.


