
Globalization is not a new phenomenon for

IIE.  For decades, the Institute has relied on

its integrated network of professionals, edu-

cators, advisors and development experts in

its offices on five continents to develop and

implement programs that build human

capacity and strengthen the institutions of

civil society.

In 2002, IIE’s Southeast Asia regional office,

based in Thailand, celebrated its 40th

anniversary with a ceremony honoring

Doctor Thanat Khoman, Former

Ambassador to the United States and

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand.

Elsewhere in Asia, IIE staff have worked in

Hong Kong for 35 years, and in Indonesia

for close to 20 years, providing assessment

tools, information services and scholarship

programs. With their depth of local experi-

ence, these and other IIE international offices

are acknowledged authorities in the field of

international education and serve as bridges

between American and Asian institutions.

In Africa and the Middle East, IIE is building

on the historic legacy of its South Africa

Education Program, which began providing

educational opportunities to thousands of

black South Africans during Apartheid.

Today, IIE staff in Africa train current and

future leaders in a wide range of fields, to

promote further economic, political and

social development in the region. Through

USAID’s DT2 Program in Egypt, IIE is help-

ing to develop a cadre of future leaders in

key sectors of government, education and

the private sector.  IIE is addressing crucial

public health issues in Africa by training

leaders in the reproductive health and HIV

sectors.

For over 25 years, IIE’s office for Latin

America, based in Mexico City, has been a

recognized regional leader in the field of

education and training. The Institute’s pro-

grams have assisted students, scholars, NGO

officials and others to hone their talents and

leadership abilities. One of the most success-

ful of these programs, the Regional Program

of Graduate Fellowships in the Social

Sciences, has provided graduate training 

for hundreds of Fellows throughout Mexico

and Central America, with generous funding

from the Ford, Hewlett and MacArthur

Foundations. In recent years, IIE’s efforts to

expand training opportunities to indigenous

groups and other disadvantaged sectors of

society have created networks and models

that other organizations can use to reach

similar target audiences.

IIE opened its European office, based in

Budapest, shortly after the Eastern bloc revo-

lutions of 1989 permitted wider academic

and professional exchanges. Soon afterwards,

IIE began operations in Russia and Eurasia.

Through these offices and a range of U.S.-

based initiatives, IIE has been a key player in

managing programs to assist the transition to

democracy throughout the region. Programs

such as the Ron Brown Fellowship,

Goldman Sachs Global Leaders and the Ford

Foundation’s International Fellowships

Program, identify and prepare future leaders

from all sectors of society, including groups

previously denied access to such training.

IIE’s programs in the environmental and

energy sectors work with private and public

partners to develop sustainable energy prac-

tices and clean technologies.

IIE’s offices around the world enable the

Institute to act quickly and effectively to

develop and implement truly collaborative

global programs. 
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2002 international awards dinner iie around the world

Over 350 donors and their guests attended

the Institute’s Annual Awards Dinner on

October 29th at the Pierre Hotel in New

York City.  The evening featured a major

address by Federal Reserve Chairman Alan

Greenspan, who received the Stephen P.

Duggan Award for International

Understanding.  

Dr. Greenspan highlighted the links between

education and social and economic progress: 

“America’s reputation as a world leader in

higher education is grounded in the ability

of institutions, taken together to serve the

practical needs of an economy and, more

important, to unleash the creative thinking

that moves a society forward.  It is the

recognition of these values that has attract-

ed such a large segment of the world 

student population to our institutions of

higher learning.”  

He commended the Institute for its work

promoting liberal arts through “encouraging

Americans to seek wider educational experi-

ences abroad.”

Dr. Ruth Gruber received the inaugural Fritz

Redlich Alumni Medal that was also present-

ed at the dinner.  An award-winning journal-

ist and humanitarian, Dr. Gruber’s career was

launched by a scholarship from the Institute

in 1931, enabling her to study in Germany

and to become the youngest person at the

time to earn a doctorate.  She is most

famous for her work in 1944 helping to res-

cue nearly a thousand refugees and winning

their right to stay in America after they were 

interned in Oswego, New York.  Her book

about the experience, Haven, was made into

a CBS-TV mini-series starring Tony award

winner Natasha Richardson.  Ms. Richardson

made a special appearance at the dinner to

introduce Ruth.

The event provided an opportunity to

describe the Institute’s newest undertaking,

the Scholar Rescue Fund.  IIE Trustee Dr.

Henry Jarecki spoke about the origins and

need for the Fund, which supports persecut-

ed scholars throughout the world. His

remarks were later inserted into the

Congressional Record.
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international offices

Celebrating IIE/Southeast Asia's 40th Anniversary in Thailand, Dr. Thanat Khoman,

Thailand's former Foreign Minister and Ambassador to the U.S., received IIE's

Stephen P. Duggan Award for his contributions to international education. He is pic-

tured here with, at far left, Dr. Chalintorn Burian, Director of IIE/Southeast Asia; U.S.

Ambassador Darryl Johnson; and Dr. Allan E. Goodman, IIE's President and CEO.

Left: IIE Trustee Henry Jarecki, Actress Natasha Richardson, and IIE Board Chairman Henry Kaufman present Ruth

Gruber with the inaugural Fritz Redlich Alumni Medal.  

Right: IIE Trustee Henry Kissinger and IIE Board Chairman Henry Kaufman present the Stephen P. Duggan Award

for International Understanding to Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan. 
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“Now you here are rescuing more people in danger and you have helped thousands to begin their lives as you helped me. 

I can only tell you that all of us owe you such gratitude, and I cannot thank you enough, all of you, thank you.”

— Ruth Gruber upon receiving IIE’s Fritz Redlich Alumni Medal 


