
Increasing U.S. Competitiveness | Globally minded sci-

entists, CEOs, and policy makers are crucial to the success of fast-

moving innovations and negotiations. IIE programs offer participants

the cross-cultural skills and professional experiences needed to excel

in the multinational/ multicultural laboratories and boardrooms of the

21st century.

Sending students on longer-term overseas experiences to areas not

frequently studied by U.S. students – such as China, Egypt, India,

Russia, South Korea, and Turkey – and bringing advanced-level lan-

guage study programs to the American classroom, the National Secu-

rity Education Program (NSEP) builds a cadre of Americans with direct

experience with languages, countries, and cultures of critical importance

to the United States. The U.S. Department of Defense sponsors the

program, and alumni commit to a period of public service upon com-

pletion of their studies.

In 2006, IIE assumed responsibility for NSEP’s Boren Fellowships for

graduate students and The Language Flagship, in addition to the Boren

Scholarships for undergraduate students, which the Institute has man-

aged since the program’s inception in 1994. This year, NSEP provided

273 students with funding to study critical languages and cultures, and

The Language Flagship made grants to 12 universities across the United

States to fund advanced language study.

IIE’s Global Engineering Education Exchange (Global E3), supported by

ABB, Inc., enables hundreds of engineering students from the U.S. and

19 other countries to live, study, and work abroad each year while car-

rying rigorous course loads at over 70 member universities. Through a

$20 million grant from the Whitaker Foundation, IIE also supports U.S.

graduate students and postdoctoral fellows in biomedical engineering to

conduct research abroad. And to build partnerships between the sci-

entific communities in the U.S. and Central Europe, IIE launched the

Central Europe Summer Research Institute (CESRI), funded by the Na-

tional Science Foundation. In its first year, CESRI brought a diverse group

of American graduate students to laboratories across Central Europe,

to conduct collaborative research with colleagues in fields ranging from

biology to computer science.

EDUCATING GLOBAL CITIZENS

To succeed and prosper in a global economy and interconnected world, U.S. students need

international knowledge, intercultural communications skills, and global perspectives. IIE programs

send U.S. students and teachers abroad to prepare a new generation for global citizenship.

I M P A C T > GILMAN SCHOLARSHIP ENABLES STUDENT TO PUR-

SUE – AND SHARE – HER DREAMS. Spelman student LiShaun Francis

says that volunteering at the local orphanage and making friends from

South Africa has given her a greater appreciation for what she has here

at home. Mentoring teenage girls in a Sister-to-Sister program in the

U.S., she draws on her experience in South Africa. When the girls ask

how she was able to afford study abroad, she tells them about the

Gilman Scholarships, so that they might be able to study abroad when

they are in college. “I was honored to be able to share my experience

with them and hopefully encourage them to pursue similar dreams,”

she says. After seeing the benefits of international study, LiShaun now

has set her sights on a career in international education policy.
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Diversifying Study Abroad | With support from public and

private sponsors, IIE is working to increase the number and diversity

of American students who go abroad and to encourage study in

regions of growing strategic importance to the United States.

In 2006, the Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Program,

funded by the U.S. Department of State and administered by IIE,

awarded a record 777 scholarships to financially needy and academically

accomplished American undergraduates from 323 universities in all

50 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. These

students studied abroad in 73 different countries in 2006, most in non-

traditional destinations across the Middle East, North Africa, and the de-

veloping world. Since its inception in 2000, the Gilman Program has

become one of our nation’s most valued resources in the effort to ex-

pand and diversify study abroad. The American undergraduates who

become Gilman Scholars are among the country’s most promising – and

unlike traditional study abroad students, Gilman Scholars reflect the full

diversity of our society. Many are the first in their families to either attend

college or study abroad.

To encourage more students to study in East and Southeast Asia, The

Freeman Foundation made a generous renewal grant to IIE, supporting

three more years of Freeman Awards for Study in Asia. In 2006, 585

U.S. students received awards to study in 13 Asian countries. Since its

inception in 2000, Freeman-ASIA has supported over 3,000 American

undergraduates who, upon return, shared their experiences with

100,000 American peers on campus and in their local communities.

Giving Teachers a Global View | IIE programs for teachers

inspire the youngest generation of Americans to open their minds to

the world. Teachers from these programs return to classrooms across

America to share their new knowledge, appreciation of other cultures,

and enthusiasm for going abroad with their students and colleagues.

In 2006, the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund, sponsored by the Japan-

United States Educational Commission, celebrated ten years of bring-

ing American teachers from across the country – 5,800 to date – to

study Japan’s culture and educational system. The anniversary was

highlighted by a superintendents’ dialogue between Japanese and

American school superintendents.

The Toyota International Teacher Program, sponsored by Toyota Motor

Sales, U.S.A., has taken more than 400 U.S. secondary school teach-

ers abroad for short-term study tours. In 2006, Toyota launched new

programs to bring teachers to the Galapagos Islands and Costa Rica

and expanded the original Japan program to include teachers from all 50

states and the District of Columbia. Upon returning home, teachers

implemented interdisciplinary lessons to increase understanding of

global and environmental issues, in collaboration with their American,

Japanese, Costa Rican, and Galapagueño colleagues.

Meanwhile, IIE’s Educators to Saudi Arabia Program, sponsored by

Aramco Services Company, brought 50 educators from the United

States to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to examine global relations,

industry, education, and culture. The Aramco program enables U.S.

teachers to experience Saudi culture and builds mutual understanding

and respect. Likewise, the Korea Foundation and IIE sent 100 U.S.

educators to Korea on the inaugural Korean Studies Workshop for

American Educators, intended to enhance mutual understanding be-

tween the people of Korea and the United States.

U.S. teachers explore

biodiversity in Costa

Rica as part of the

Toyota International

Teacher Program

focus on environ-

mental issues.
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I M P A C T > NSEP FUNDS LANGUAGE STUDY AND RECONCILLIA-

TION RESEARCH IN BOSNIA. With a National Security Education Program

(NSEP) David L. Boren Fellowship, Timothy Essam, a Master of Arts in In-

ternational Development candidate from American University, went to

Bosnia-Herzegovina to study the Bosnian language and conduct research.

He worked with the PRONI Center for Youth Development/Brcko Center

for Youth Development (BCYD), a local NGO, to implement youth em-

powerment initiatives in the war-torn nation, and undertook research on

the effectiveness of reconciliation centers in increasing youth participation

in civic and economic activities. He is analyzing nearly 240 surveys fo-

cusing on the demographics and preferences of young people attending

the centers, and will share the results of his analysis with the PRONI Cen-

ter for Youth Development.




