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It is an honor for me as a native of Miami to welcome all of you to our city which to me represents the best of what can happen when people from all over come together to live surrounded by water in sunshine and warmth.

Our tastes and our cultures form Miami and I am glad we are all here - - De veras es un placer darles la bienvenida a Miami.

We have come here because we recognize that, quite simply, all economic development drivers are inextricably linked to the ability to having a framework that provides safe and reliable energy.  Industry, technology, manufacturing, and ultimately the economic and social well being of those whom we serve  - all rely on energy supply.

Let me offer a local example.  The Network Access Point of the Americas or NAP, which is located just a couple of blocks up the street, serves as a point of connection for internet traffic from all over the U.S., Latin America, Europe and Africa.  The NAP is the pinnacle of telecommunications and internet technology - yet, the NAP requires 80 MWs of electricity which is enough to provide power to 26,000 homes in Florida.  Thus, without this power supply, there would be no NAP.

The main lesson is that if you want to attract investment, manufacturing, technology, and more importantly, the promise of prosperity these projects bring, without energy, none of this can happen.

These are exciting times to be involved in the energy industry, especially from the perspective of being able to create and craft the policies that are leading our countries to the future.

The United States is currently in the midst of electric restructuring as the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission continues to move toward establishing a national electric grid through the promotion of Regional Transmission Organizations.

Our hemispheric region is also moving toward open markets, privatization, greater cooperation among countries as we start to buy and sell energy from one another.  This all ties into the overall effort to increase our population’s access to electricity.

Conferences such as this one are great because they give us the opportunity to learn from one another and to “borrow” ideas and answers to the questions we face.

In the U.S., for example, we are always looking for alternative sources and ways to provide power - - I find it interesting that while geothermal, wind, and solar generating plants make up only about 2 percent of the total capacity in the Americas, these sources represent 10 percent to 15 percent in El Salvador and Nicaragua.  Hydropower provides 99 percent of Paraguay’s and 87 percent of Brazil’s generating capacity. 

And, if you have heard about the “minor” energy problem last year in California, and about a certain company called Enron, you see how much we still have to learn!
Let us then think of this conference as the perfect place to come together, in a spirit of cooperation and a laboratory of ideas.  I am convinced that when you put this many regulators in a single room, some good ideas are bound to emerge.

Finally, I would like to say how we in the Florida Public Service Commission are always willing to engage in cooperative efforts with our neighbors to the South - in fact, the Florida Commission has been actively involved with the Governor’s Office of Tourism Trade and Economic Development since 1993 to provide regulatory and utility expertise to countries throughout the world, including for instance, the Dominican Republic, Brazil, Costa Rica, Peru, and the list goes on.

This spirit of cooperation also extends to our Federal Government where we have a President who speaks Spanish and has pledged to make Latin America a top priority - - In this vein, it is my honor and pleasure to be able to introduce Vicky Bailey, Assistant Secretary for the Office of Policy and International Affairs at the United States Department of Energy.  

President Bush nominated Secretary Bailey on June 5, 2001 and she brings over 15 years of public and private sector experience in energy issues to the position.  She serves as primary adviser to Secretary Spencer Abraham and senior Departmental management on issues related to the development and implementation of the Nation’s energy policy.  She is the lead Departmental representative in international organizations, including the International Energy Agency, and in major policy level dialogue with Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Russia and other key countries.

It is certainly a pleasure to have her here with us - 

