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Second Hemispheric Conference of Energy Regulators

March 6-8, 2002 

Miami, Florida - USA
As a follow-up to the First Energy Regulators Conference, held under the auspices of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative, U.S. Department of Energy will host the Second Hemispheric Conference of Energy Regulators in Miami, Florida, on March 6-8, 2002. Our “National Energy Policy” report reaffirms our enthusiasm for the Hemispheric Energy Initiative and our shared goal of fostering effective regulatory mechanisms. Our Hemisphere’s leaders have emphasized that sustainable economic growth will enable the Americas to achieve greater prosperity and stability. This Conference is being held in recognition of the important role that integrated and harmonized regulatory energy policies and the electric power sector play in achieving sustainable economic growth.

At the Fifth Hemispheric Energy Ministers Meeting, held in Mexico City on March 9, 2001, U.S. Secretary of Energy Abraham and the region’s Energy Ministers acknowledged the need to create and consolidate transparent and stable regulatory frameworks in order to establish a favorable climate for compatible development of the Hemisphere’s power sector. The Conference will help address that need by fostering dialogue among key players who influence the path of the regulatory climate and by enhancing cooperation and coordination among representatives of energy regulatory agencies, energy ministries, and the private sector. 

The Conference will consist of presentations and panel discussions on the current regulatory climate in the Western Hemisphere, with a strong emphasis on specific countries and regions. There will be an overview on regulatory issues and a panel discussion on regulatory trends in the Western Hemisphere, including those that may impact regional trade and cross-border interconnections. In plenary session format, regulators will have the opportunity to present an update on current regulatory issues affecting their countries’ energy sectors. These presentations will be followed by panel discussions to explore the need for regional interconnection to encourage increased energy trading. 

Business leaders will be invited to provide their expectations and perspectives on the impact of regulation on energy development. There will also be opportunities for other energy sector stakeholders to participate in an exchange of views on private energy sector investment and the investment climate in the hemisphere. At the end of the Conference, regulators will hold an exclusive roundtable on energy integration, regulatory framework compatibility, and information sharing. An ongoing demonstration of a new web-based tool for regulators will be available during the Conference. This tool is designed to facilitate more efficient communication, particularly regarding existing energy regulations, recent or proposed regulatory changes, and upcoming events. 

Attendance is anticipated to be approximately 150 participants. Attendees will include representatives from Western Hemisphere regulatory agencies and energy ministries; international organizations such as the Regional Electrical Integration Commission and the Central American Electrical Interconnection Group; NGOs; the private sector; regional organizations such as the Inter-American Development Bank; and academic institutions.


