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Latest Regulatory Trends

Summary
An overview of the latest trends in regulatory framework development and the establishment of regulatory bodies by faculty members of Florida International University.

Moderator:
David Pumphrey, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Energy Cooperation

Panelists:
Harvey Averch, Ph.D., Professor, Public Administration, Florida International University

Mark B. Rosenberg, Ph.D., Provost and Professor, Comparative Politics, Latin America, Florida International University 

Eduardo Gamarra, Ph.D., Professor and Director, Latin American and Caribbean Center, Comparative Politics, Latin America, Florida International University

Panelists discussed current conditions in the Latin American region and how conditions affect the evolution of regulatory bodies. The panelists presented a macroeconomic and political overview, citing specific examples of efforts carried out in the region to overcome the challenges of required economic reform in a time of crisis. They also discussed the evolution of regulatory bodies since 1990, citing U.S. examples, and the tradeoffs this evolution has implied to the energy sector. 

The panel presented some questions to the audience, addressing the need for building capacity in the Western Hemisphere and for technology transfer and education critical to dealing with the information asymmetry in the region, specifically, in the energy sector in areas such as generation, transmission, and distribution. The panelists concluded that searching for trends would not provide the answer to the regulators’ best practices. Being flexible and fast in response to the environment is the best advice.
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