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Summary and Conclusions





The purpose of the Panel was to discuss public and private efforts in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico to make regulatory regimes more compatible for cross border trade, and the security issues of increased energy sector cooperation.





Moderator:   	Vincent DeVito, Senior Policy Advisor for North American Affairs, U.S. Department of Energy


Panelists:	Yakout Mansour, Vice President, Grid Operations and Interutility Affairs, BCHydro


Beth Emery, Attorney, Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll


Phillip Cantner, Vice President, Business Development, InterGen


Francisco Valdés López, Executive Secretariat, Comisión Reguladora de Energía, Mexico


	


As a part of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative and through the participation of the Energy Secretariats of all three North American countries, the newly established North American Energy Working Group has begun with a review of a broad range of energy issues, including energy security and energy efficiency.  





Building on this initiative, the panelists discussed important recent changes in the electricity market, particularly the movement towards greater competition, deregulation and the emergence of regional transmission organizations (RTOs) through the merger of smaller companies. Unbundling is another sector altering change is the trend, prompting many companies to sell off generation assets and focus more exclusively on transmission and distribution of electricity. 





The shift to RTOs has raised concerns among some states and provinces over the perceived loss of regulatory authority over the larger regional entities. A central debate during the shift toward the RTO structure is centers on the question of whether it is desirable to push for large complex organizations now or to promote those that are smaller and gradually integrate them into a regional structure, an issue largely related to the U.S. market.  





Other discussions addressed the efforts of the U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) towards greater competition and efficiency, and noted that increasing trade between the three markets required greater harmonization of the three regulatory regimes, particularly with respect to border environmental issues.  


   


Attached are the presentations/remarks made by the panelists.
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