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Studying in Australia opened my eyes and forever altered who I am as a person; the 
experience made me feel as though anything I want to do in life is possible, and gave me a 
more open-minded perspective of the world. I was able to live and truly become part of the 
culture of a country that I had always dreamed of visiting. Studying at Bond University on 
Australia’s Gold Coast allowed me to meet people from all over the world. Today, I am 
proud to say that I have a circle of international friends and colleagues because of my 
experiences studying and traveling in Australia.  
 
The best thing about being able to attend Bond University was that it enabled me to take 
classes that were of interest to me but were not offered by my home institution, Hudson 
Valley Community College.  My follow-on project was a series of articles that was 
published in my college’s newspaper, The Hudsonian. The goal of my articles was to bring 
my experiences in Australia to life for the students at this rural, upstate community college 
who otherwise might not think they have the opportunity to study abroad, or contemplate 
study abroad as an option.  My target audience was the student population of 11,500 students 
who attend Hudson Valley, as well as the faculty and staff of the college. The newspaper is 
circulated widely on campus, and I believe I was able to reach a broad audience. 
 
By studying and traveling abroad, I was inspired to pursue further opportunities abroad. In 
the future I am considering becoming involved in such organizations as The Peace Corps in 
which I would be able to go and live abroad again and also make a difference in the lives of 
other people. I have also considered the idea of going to graduate school overseas. Going 
abroad has helped me discover that I want to have a career that makes a difference in the 
lives of other people. I feel confident that I will go abroad again in the future due to my 
positive and rewarding experience in Australia. I wish once again to express my sincerest 
appreciation to the Gilman Program for this scholarship and for making my dream of 
studying abroad a reality. 
 


