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 In July 2005, I boarded a plane for what was to be the longest flight of my life.  My destination 
was Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, a smaller city in KwaZulu-Natal, one hour outside of 
Durban.  Thirty hours after leaving California, the only home I had ever known, I had arrived.  
South Africa struck me from the start as a country of wonders: its people, the landscapes, the 
sounds, even the sky seemed bigger.  It is hard as a Westerner to fight the urge to exoticize Africa 
as this big mysterious place, so I made efforts to seek out not only the differences but also the 
similarities between the many cultures of South Africa with our own.  
  
Through my involvement in the drama department, I auditioned and was cast for a play entitled 
“Identity”, which gave me a deeply personal and intimate look at the many complexities of South 
African identity.  In addition to the play, I received a wonderful opportunity through my political 
science coursework to intern at “Learn With Echo,” a publication within the largest newspaper in 
the province, The Natal Witness.   
 
Furthermore, I was able to do as I intended and witness and work up close, the AIDS pandemic in 
Africa.  I volunteered in my spare time at the Salvation Army orphanage/half-way house for 
children who were either infected with HIV/AIDS or orphaned by parents that were infected.  
Deeply moved, I was inspired to do more research into the issue and, with the help of my Political 
Science professor, did a comparative analysis of the public health policies of several African 
nations afflicted with HIV/AIDS including Nigeria, South Africa, and Tanzania.      
 
Upon my return to the United States, I began to put my follow-on project into motion.  I met with 
my University’s Student Organization and Leadership Opportunity office and collected the 
necessary paperwork to get “AIDS Project Africa” established as a new student organization on 
campus.  I worked with the 3 most prominent student bands on UCSD's campus and put together 
a benefit concert at the on-campus pub.  This was the first ever AIDS Project Africa event, and it 
was a huge success, with over 150 people in attendance and raising $300 for UNICEF.  At the 
event, we had information posted about the crisis in Africa and worldwide with AIDS.   
 
Africa taught me that I am but one small piece of an intricate, diverse, and increasingly complex 
puzzle of global citizenship.  This perspective has enriched my life in inexpressible ways and the 
Gilman Scholarship program has contributed greatly to that.  I am now living and working in 
Japan, sharing my experiences in Africa with the school children I teach.  I will be living and 
teaching in Japan for the next year as I apply for law school to international human rights law 
programs.  


