Nomination Form							

2012 IIE Andrew Heiskell Awards
Please submit this application by October 14, 2011

Part I: Basic Information
Heiskell Award Category: Study Abroad

Name of Main Contact: Fay Beauchamp, PhD

Title of Main Contact: Professor of English and Director of Center for Intern

Name of Institution: Community College of Philadelphia

Tel of Main Contact: 215-751-8668
Carnegie Classification (for U.S. institutions): Assoc/Pub-U-SC
Email of Main Contact: fay.beauchamp@gmail.com
City/State/Country: Philadelphia, PA USA
Name of Press Contact: Anthony Twyman
Student-Faculty
International
Fellowship
Program
Name of Program:
Title of Press Contact: Public Relations Coordinator
Total Student Population: 39,270

Tel of Press Contact: 215-751-8082
Email of Press Contact: atwyman@ccp.edu

Program Website: N/A

How long has your program been in operation? 3 years
How many participants are involved in your program or specific
program activities annually?

Average of 22 students and 6 faculty per year
What is the targeted audience(s) for your Program?		
Alumni

College/University Community

✔

Current Students		

Local Community		

Faculty		

Administrators

Other (Specify)

Part II: Short Answer
Summary of Program (100 word limit):

Community College of Philadelphia’s innovative “Student-Faculty International Fellowship Program” makes study-abroad
experiences more accessible to our diverse student population. Complementing the College’s other study-abroad programs, it
provides new guidelines, support, and flexibility. A short-term intensive study-abroad experience is embedded in a year-long
program building upon area studies, faculty and curriculum development. The College’s Center for International Understanding
ensures pre-departure preparation and post-return assessment and dissemination through a one-credit Interdisciplinary Studies course.
In the first three years of the Student-Faculty International Fellowship Program, sixty-five students in eleven groups have
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Part II: Short Answer Continued
How does your program contribute to internationalization on campus? (240 word limit)
Community College of Philadelphia is a thriving, urban college with a diverse student population. In the 2009-2010 academic year,
of 39,270 students enrolled in credit and non-credit classes, 53.2% were African-American, 27.9% White, 10.4% Latino, 8%
Asian, and 0.5% Native American. To accommodate this multi-cultural student body and to encourage all students to think
globally and achieve greater understanding of other cultures, in 1996 the College initiated a series of faculty and curriculum
development programs, primarily aided by four U.S. Department of Education Title VI A and BIE grants. In 2003, we were one of
six colleges in the nation recognized by NAFSA for increased awareness and appreciation of a diverse world where all are
interdependent.
While by 2003 we had piloted programs in London and Mexico, our efforts at study-abroad were limited by the time and financial
resources of our student population. Family and work responsibilities that draw students to attend a community college also prevent
them from participating in traditional semester-long study-abroad programs. We wanted to reach out to all students engaged in
coursework reflecting Asia, Africa, the Middle East and South America as well as Europe and our closer neighbors.
The Student-Faculty International Fellowship Program was created to offer small group interaction; to provide scholarships; to
coordinate study-abroad programs ensuring safety and preparation; to encourage enhanced curriculum with study of all major world
areas; and to provide avenues for students and faculty to share new perspectives.

Describe how your program is replicable and innovative, relative to your target audience, for your institution and/or in the field? If
your program is more than 10 years old, what are you doing to keep it current and/or make it more innovative? (230 word limit)

The Student-Faculty International Fellowship Program is replicable and innovative due to six defining factors that ensure
enhancement of academic programs and courses; funding; varied faculty perspectives and disciplines; diverse student applicants and
participants; and preparation, assessment and dissemination.
1) Community College of Philadelphia created a Center for International Understanding in 2009 housed under Academic Affairs.
The Center Director coordinates support from Student Affairs, the Office of Institutional Advancement, and from faculty in a wide
variety of departments.
2) Scholarship funds come from many different sources, including a $25,000 a year from an outside foundation, augmented by
various College funds, private donors, and local organizations.
3) Faculty work in pairs to initiate programs through writing proposals reviewed by a formal committee.
4) Programs are widely advertised and students are chosen on the basis of applications and interviews. Students who have not
travelled are given priority but international students are not excluded.
5) Student Fellows take Interdisciplinary Studies 120, a variable topics, one-credit course developed for this program which ensures
preparation for the specific site and assessment of lessons learned based on formal assignments.
6) All student groups disseminate results through PowerPoint or video presentations, or panel discussions. Articles appear in
College newsletters and those of organizations such as the Pennsylvania Council for International Education; groups have been
featured on our College’s Channel 53 and the local NBC television affiliate.
What has been the impact of your program on your target audience and/or on your campus (include specific data on program and
student outcomes)? (240 word limit)

In three years, sixty-five Student Study-Abroad Fellows have been enabled to pursue their interest in specific disciplines and world
areas. Destinations have expanded to include programs held from ten to fourteen days in the Middle East, Asia, Africa, Central and
South America and Europe. Perhaps most significantly, study-abroad demographics reflect the College’s student diversity. Of the 65
Student Fellows, there have been 32 African-Americans; 3 Latinos; 2 Asian-Americans, and 9 first-generation Americans from
Palestine. Students and faculty learn from Nineteen different faculty leaders have developed materials to enrich their disciplines
(anthropology, art history, culinary arts, English composition, history, hospitality management, interdisciplinary humanities,
literature, environmental science/geography, sociology, Spanish, and world religions, .) The study-abroad programs affect thousands
of students per year as Faculty Fellows continue to infuse targeted courses and programs with new materials.
All students and faculty complete an extensive written evaluation; quantitative and qualitative assessment is reported to the
various funding sources which have continued to support programs based on evaluating these reports. Almost every student has rated
programs between 4 and 5 out of 5; student-written responses testify to life-transforming experiences. Primary assessment of
in-depth learning of students occurs through IDS 120: Introduction to a Study Abroad Destination. The Director of the Center for
International Understanding works with a Study Abroad Coordinator to create clear guidelines for all aspects of the program and to
ensure safety of students while allowing for flexibility.

Part III: Program Description (1,300 word limit)
Describe the key components of your institution’s initiative.

Community College of Philadelphia provides the nontraditional, community college student with increased opportunities for
study-abroad. The majority of the College’s students have neither the time nor the financial resources necessary for participation in a
traditional, semester-long program. In order to address these students’ needs, the College designed an innovative study-abroad model
that provides short-term programs and fully integrated coursework before and during the trip. Faculty members from various
academic departments participate, offering diverse perspectives and concentrations to the students, making each program unique.
While students’ time abroad is short, the richness of multiple academic disciplines creates an intensive, wide-reaching learning
experience.
The following components of the Student-Faculty International Fellowship Program have been essential in realizing the College’s
mission to enable students to achieve “increased awareness and appreciation of a diverse world where all are interdependent.”
1) Interdisciplinary Studies 120: Introduction to a Study-Abroad Site introduces students to the history, cultural diversity, language
and current issues of the site to be visited. The course mandates critical elements, including logistics and safety, yet is flexible
enough so that each section is tailored to a theme. Readings and discussions are required. Assignments have included journal writing,
interviews, presentations made on-site, and presentations delivered post-return. This work is crucial to assessing student learning
outcomes.
2) In the last three years, student-learning in eleven short-term study-abroad programs has been integrated with courses and
programs. The development of new teaching materials enhances the long-term impact of study-abroad. The Foreign Languages Chair
has helped to integrate language learning into the different programs.
• Istanbul, Turkey. In 2009, 2010 and 2011, a total of eighteen students studied in Istanbul for ten days with two faculty members
who teach Humanities 170: Introduction to Middle East Cultures and Civilizations. Students taking Humanities 170 have been
enriched by the research of the student-faculty groups who explored Istanbul’s diverse neighborhoods, gathered materials illustrating
the city’s Byzantine (Christian), Jewish and Islamic past, and gained a greater understanding of this example of a thriving secular
democracy. Bogacizi University hosted students and provided lectures on topics ranging from women’s lives to Turkey’s effort to
join the European Union.
• China. In a 2009 trip to China, ten students along with teachers of art history and literature were hosted by faculty at Fudan
University, Shanghai, and Peking Univeristy, Beida in Beijing. Chinese faculty helped with arrangements and served as guides. As a
result, art history and literature materials were developed for the College’s Honor Program involving forty students per year.
In 2011, six students and three faculty members of the Culinary Arts/Hospitality Management Program (CAHM) traveled to Hong
Kong, Macao and Beijing. The group visited Hong Kong University and a Polytechnic University. Faculty internationalized their
courses through a Title VI BIE grant and enriched a CAHM program of 100 students per year.
• India. In 2009, four students traveled to India with a Humanities 101 teacher and a world religions professor. Students in multiple
sections of Humanities 101 studied materials illustrating Hindu and Islamic connections in the Hyderabad area; the World Religions
professor has enriched the course content of 12 courses with a total of 450 students per year. A faculty leader from Hyderabad
connected students with Osmania University and the University of Hyderabad.
• Ghana. In 2010, four students and the Coordinator of the African Diaspora Degree Option and the Chair of the History Department
traveled to Ghana. Students and faculty together produced video documentaries to illustrate the diversity found in Accra, the Volta
Region, and Kumasi, the center of Ashanti culture. The University of Ghana, Legon provided speakers, language classes and
dormitory space
• Greece. Four students and Sociology and English faculty members conducted interviews among Greek-Americans in Philadelphia
and presented their findings in Athens at an academic conference before visiting a small Greek town of Kavala. The sociology teacher
developed partnerships during previous research trips in Greece.
• Belize. A 2010 program with six students paired a faculty member who teaches Environmental Science with an archeology
professor who has conducted a “dig” in Belize over the past ten years. The Monkey Bay Wildlife Sanctuary served as a primary base.
• Paris, France. In 2011, fourteen students traveled to Paris with a French Professor and an Art Historian. An Assistant Dean in
Student Affairs helped to organize and lead the group, and used his knowledge of the city.
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Part III: Program Description (1,300 word limit) Continued
• Cuzco, Peru. Five students studied Spanish in Cuzco, Peru for two weeks with a Spanish instructor and a professor who teaches
Humanities 150: Latin American Cultures and Civilizations and Humanities 101 and 102. The program worked with the Ecela
language program in Cuzco. The enrichment of the Humanities classes has been significant.
3) The Study-Abroad segment is from ten to fourteen days to hold down costs and to make the opportunity available to those with
family and work obligations. Short-term programs are particularly suited to community college students.
4) The Center for International Understanding works with Academic Affairs, Institutional Advancement and Student Affairs to
provide scholarships for all students in the programs. Student fees have ranged from $400 to $850 to make programs affordable.
Over a three-year period the Center has raised approximately $103,000 from outside sources and approximately $60,000 from
College sources. A proposal to the Ambrose Monell Foundation secured $25,000 per year in 2009, 2010 2011 and created the
parameters of the Student-Faculty International Fellowship Program. Additional fund-raising has added students and more programs.
Faculty pairs have written five successful applications to the College’s Foundation Mini-grant program, securing $25,000 over the
past three years. The Turkey program has been run in each of the three years because of additional support from the Monell
Foundation, Student Affairs, the Turkish American Friendship Society-U.S. (TAFSUS); the Turkish Coalition of America, and the
Turkish Cultural Foundation which has also hosted students in Istanbul. The Office of Student Affairs subsidized the cost of ten of
the students going to Paris. A Title VI BIE grant funded six Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management students and three faculty.
The College’s Faculty Federation Travel Funds pays for the travel expenses for many faculty.
5) A fourteen-month cycle for each group has created an open and transparent process in terms of the selection of faculty leaders,
destinations, and students. The process begins with a Call for Proposals due in the fall of each year and ends with dissemination
activities the following Fall Semester. The selection of programs each year is determined by an application process wherein pairs of
faculty submit written proposals. Selection is made by a formal committee on the basis of destination, faculty experience, and
feasibility due to cost and other factors. Programs are then widely advertised college-wide through electronic means, flyers and
posters, classroom visits, and meetings. Students are selected through their written statements of interest; course-taking patterns and
College transcript; written faculty recommendations, and an interview. Students who have not travelled are given priority, though
international students are not excluded.
A large percentage of Community College of Philadelphia’s students have never traveled beyond Pennsylvania or New Jersey. Their
time abroad is literally an eye-opening experience. One experience that only studying abroad can provide is allowing students to see
cultures from the inside out and giving them the opportunity to see a country from its own perspective.
Study-abroad goes to the heart of experiential learning; students learn from their daily activities, whether by eating different foods,
speaking a different language, or climbing the Great Wall. There is an emotional impact that classroom learning cannot replicate. By
sharing this experience with groups that are as diverse as the wider college community, students learn more about similarities and
differences among and between cultures and people than they would in any classroom. Being exposed to faculty from such diverse
academic divisions, they are given a window to other educational possibilities and outlooks.

Part IV: Endorsement Letter(s):
Please attach a signed letter from your President or Chief Academic Officer endorsing your program’s nomination when
you email your completed nomination form. Nomination packages may also include one additional letter of support.
(Note: Institutions applying for the Partnership category should include a letter from each of the partnering institutions,
and may include up to one additional letter of support).

With questions about nominating your program for the IIE Andrew Heiskell Awards for Innovation
in International Education, contact (212) 984-5367 or HeiskellAwards@iie.org.

