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The research program of the Institute of International Education (HE) takes as
its mandate the examination, from a variety of perspectives, of international
educational exchanges. A brief overview of the current agenda of the program
may be useful. In the three years since the program's inception, several studies
have been completed: on policymaking in U.S. colleges and universities with
regard to foreign students; on the impact of overseas educational experiences
on American and foreign master's level students; on the retrospective judgments
by returned Brazilian students about their U.S. educational experiences; and on
the extent to which and the ways in which American corporations use international
expertise in their overseas operations. Other studies, now in progress, have to
do with the costs of foreign students to U.S. universities; with the long-term
maintenance of professional and intellectual competencies acquired during study
in the United States; with the effects of large proportions of foreign graduate
students on U.S. engineering programs; and with the process by which foreign
students choose U.S. colleges and universities.
By now, HE has put in place what is, in a real sense, a research program. Such
a program has identifiable themes, as well as studies that build cumulatively on
each other. The major themes are the following: the relationship between international education and international understanding; the effects of foreign training on the development of poor countries; the meaning of flows of foreign students
to institutions of higher education; and the links between study abroad and

employment opportunities. As particular studies under this research program are
completed, they open up new questions and suggest possible further projects.
Initially, the topical focus was on quite general questions of educational and
economic impact; "second generation" studies have a somewhat narrower focus,
dealing with such matters as the impact of foreign students on particular graduate
programs (e.g., programs in engineering) or the effects of interaction between
students from particular cultural backgrounds.
In the first completed study, Absence of Decision (published by HE in 1983),
Craufurd Goodwin and Michael Nacht dealt with the perceived significance of
foreign students for U.S. institutions of higher education. In that study, Goodwin
and Nacht interviewed administrators and faculty to find out what they thought
about having foreign students on their campuses and how, when it becomes
necessary, they go about making decisions about foreign student flows. Goodwin
and Nacht found that, by and large, the issue of foreign students has rather low
priority for campus policymakers (hence the title of their study) and that, when
compelled to think about the issue, policymakers are often at a loss. Certain
issues did, however, emerge as salient on the campuses (in Ohio, Florida, and
California) that Goodwin and Nacht visited: the contribution of foreign students
to the educational quality of the institution, and the economic aspects of admitting
foreign students. With regard to educational quality, they found that the educators
they interviewed were convinced, without much evidence, that "social and intellectual interaction between the foreign and the U.S. students is an enriching
experience," but the educators were also concerned about the extent to which
U.S. universities can continue to absorb foreign students, should the number of
these students become very much larger. On the economic side, the principal
finding was that "educators have a very imperfect notion of the marginal costs
to their institutions of foreign students."
The findings of Absence of Decision suggested that it would be desirable to
deepen the understanding by university and college administrators of the issues
presented by foreign students. As they make difficult decisions in the coming
years about the quality, scale, and composition of their student bodies and the
financial health of their institutions, these administrators often will have to take
into account the role of foreign students. HE, therefore, designed a conference
that would enable administrators from different types of institutions to explore
further the opportunities and problems that foreign students may create. HE
brought them together to exchange their own views, to consider several relevant
papers by social scientists, and to hear from persons with special expertise in
the field of international education. This approach is consonant with IIE's more
general effort to bring social science to bear on issues of policy and practice in
international education. To put this another way, HE tries to develop interaction
between the concerns of policymakers and practitioners on the one hand, and

