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BRIEFS
Hearing for Wright’s
protection order
violation set
A court date for a
hearing on a violation of
an order of protection
stemming from a dogkilling and stalking case
has been set for Oct. 24.
Fred Lee Wright, 68,
Cub Drive, Louisville,
allegedly violated an
order of protection
obtained by his nextdoor neighbor, Diane
Stephens.
Wright is charged with
aggravated cruelty to
animals in connection
with the shooting of
Stephens’ dog and also
stalking Stephens. That
case has been bound
over to a Blount County
grand jury.
After the incident,
Wright allegedly violated an order of protection obtained by
Stephens. A court date
on that issue was reset
for 1:30 p.m. Oct. 24 by
Blount County General
Sessions Judge Rogert
L. Headrick Thursday
morning.
Wright remains in
Blount County Jail
under $50,000 bond.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
From The Daily Times
on Oct. 4, 1988:
Keith Johnson, senior
at Maryville High
School, was named
one of 18 state finalists in the 1988
National Council of
Teachers of English
Achievement awards
in writing.

the death penalty for
Jacob Allen Bennett was
announced in a court
hearing in Crossville on
Thursday.
Bennett and girlfriend
Lina Yvonn Moser have
each been charged with
four felony murder and
two attempted aggravated robbery charges. Bennett, who is accused of
being the gunman, is also
charged with four counts
of premeditated murder.
Prosecutors are not
seeking the death penalty for Moser.
Deputy District Attorney General Gary McKenzie said Bennett withdrew an earlier statement that he wanted to
plead guilty. Bennett’s
attorney didn’t immediately return a message
seeking comment.

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES

MARGARET MULLER (FROM LEFT), Blount County Adult Education Program’s technology coordinator; Carol Ergenbright, BCAEP coordinator and supervisor; Bob Myers, ALCOA Tennessee Operations’ human resources manager; Bill Eanes, Blount Partnership’s director of economic and work force development; Ken McMillen, ALCOA Tennessee Operations’ location manager; and Dave Bennett,
Cherokee Millwright’s CEO, talk about an ALCOA Foundation grant that will provide at least 50 young adults with a paid manufacturing internship.

‘Game changer’
ALCOA Foundation launches internship program

Death penalty sought
CLARIFICATION
in slayings of four
CROSSVILLE — Prosecutors are seeking the
death penalty for a man
charged with murdering a woman and three
teenagers in an attempted robbery during a pot
deal in a former mountain resort in eastern
Tennessee.
The decision to seek

BY MATTHEW STEWART

Blount County school
bus service will be
eliminated on Dec. 18 of
this year and on March
14 and May 20, 2014,
because of budget cuts
by the Blount County
Board of Education. The
dates were inadvertently omitted from a story
in Thursday’s editions
of The Daily Times.

Local businesses and nonprofits
have partnered together to potentially change the lives of at least 50
young Blount County residents.
ALCOA Foundation announced
Monday that it will fund a $1.25 million internship program for 500 students in eight countries over the next
two years. The program is a communitywide initiative involving several manufacturing companies and
will be managed by the Institute of
International Education. Its goal is
to provide unemployed youth with
the experience to start a successful
career in manufacturing.
Blount County is one of 10 locations
to receive funding. The Blount Partnership is administering the grant, in
conjunction with the Blount County
Adult Education Program.
Administrators plan to serve at least
50 adults between 18 and 24 years
old, starting in 2014. said Bill Eanes,
Blount Partnership’s director of economic and work force development.
Participants will receive 100 hours
worth of soft-skills training in a class-

TENNESSEE LOTTERY NUMBERS
Cash 3 Evening
1-7-4, Lucky Sum: 12
(one, seven, four; Lucky
Sum: twelve)
Cash 3 Midday
3-0-3, Lucky Sum: 6
(three, zero, three; Lucky
Sum: six)
Cash 4 Evening
8-3-5-2, Lucky Sum: 18
(eight, three, five, two;
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Lucky Sum: eighteen)
Cash 4 Midday
5-3-6-8, Lucky Sum: 22
(five, three, six, eight; Lucky
Sum: twenty-two)
Tennessee Cash
02-04-05-07-21, Bonus: 4
(two, four, five, seven, twenty-one; Bonus: four)
Estimated jackpot:
$360,000

Adults who are interested in participating in the ALCOA Foundation program should contact
Blount County Adult Education at
865-982-8998. Eligibility criteria
is expected to be available next
month.
Businesses who are interested
in hosting program participants
should contact Bill Eanes, Blount
Partnership’s director of economic
and work force development. He
can be reached at 865-983-7715 or
beanes@blountpartnership.com.

room setting and a 100-hour paid
internship on site.
The program is a “game changer,”
Eanes said. “We need a skilled, capable work force.”
Eanes said employers are looking
for dependable, punctual employees
who can communicate effectively,
problem solve and work well with
others.
ALCOA Tennessee Operations and
Cherokee Millwright will participate
in the program, he said. Blount Part-

Haslam vows to increase teacher salaries
BY LUCAS L. JOHNSON II
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE — Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam
pledged Thursday to
improve the salaries of the
state’s teachers amid criticism of his education commissioner who has proposed changes that include
tying teacher licenses to
student test data.
Haslam said at a news
conference that by the time
he leaves office he wants
Tennessee’s teacher salaries to have grown more
than teacher salaries in any
other state.
“This is a long-term goal,
and I think it is one of the
most important ones we’ve
taken on,” said the Republican governor, who is up
for re-election for a second
four-year term next year.
Education Commissioner Kevin Huffman joined
Haslam and said the
administration will review
national state-by-state salary data each year to see

that Tennessee’s teacher
salaries are just as competitive.
According to the latest
data from the National
Education Association, the
average salary for classroom teachers nationwide
is $56,383, compared with
$48,289 in Tennessee.
Neither Haslam nor Huffman specified how much
money will be spent to
increase the salaries,
except that the administration plans to direct
more resources to local
districts.
“This means that at the
start of every budget cycle
this starts as a budget priority for the administration,” Huffman said.
The announcement
comes on the heels of a
petition signed last month
by more than 50 Tennessee school superintendents
raising concerns about
Huffman’s leadership at
the department.
The petition said his
office “has no interest in a
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dialogue” with local school
leaders, and added that
superintendents’ efforts
to improve their schools
are being thwarted by low
teacher morale because of
policy changes on the state
level.
Teachers’ groups have
criticized Huffman for
calling for changes to the

minimum teacher salary
schedule for new teachers, reducing steps in salary increases from 21 to
four and eliminating incentives for doctorate degrees
and post-master’s training. They also oppose his
proposal for tying teacher licenses to student test
data.

nership will seek out other business
partners in the coming weeks.
ALCOA sees gaps in employee basic
skills, such as reading and following
directions, tape measuring and working through problems, said human
resources manager Bob Myers.
The company will focus on three
areas: industrial safety, lean manufacturing and mobile equipment,
Myers said.
Cherokee Millwright needs welders,
pipefitters and sheet metal mechanics, said Dave Bennett, Cherokee
Millwright’s CEO.
The Blount County Adult Education Program will work to address the
program’s soft-skills component.
“We’re excited to be a part of it,”
said Carol Ergenbright, BCAEP
coordinator and supervisor. “We
serve 600 people per year, and 60
percent are looking for a job. Many
students are interested in manufacturing, so it’s an ideal partnership
for us.”
Educators are assessing ways to
incorporate more skills into the curriculum, she said. They might have to
create another class to accommodate
student needs.
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Deadlines
Obituaries: 6 p.m. for paid funeral notices
to be published in next day’s edition.
Weddings/Engagements: Tuesday prior
to Sunday publication.
Anniversaries/Birthday: Monday prior to
Wednesday or Thursday publication in
Applause.
Other Applause items: No deadline, but
published on space-available basis.
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Sports scor
e:
Maryville 42
West Knox
0

Submitting News
To have your story considered for
publication in The Daily Times, email it
to the appropriate department editor
under the Newsroom listing in this index,
fax it to 865-981-1175, or mail it using our
postal address. If you are not sure where
to send your idea, email it to editor@
thedailytimes.com. Please be sure to
include a contact name and phone
number in case we need to get in touch
with you. If you have a news tip, call
865-981-1115 in the daytime, or 865-9811143 in the evening.

Corrections
The Daily Times strives for accuracy. If
you see an error in the newspaper, call
Larry Aldridge at 865-981-1115, or Frank
“Buzz” Trexler at 865-981-1139.

Check us online for updates throughout the day: thedailytimes.com

