
A QUICK LOOK AT 

Global Mobility Trends 2023 release 

In 2021, the total number of globally mobile interna�onal students at the ter�ary level 

remained consistent at 6.4 million.
Source: UNESCO, 2023 

INBOUND STUDENTS IN SELECT COUNTRIES

TOP HOST DESTINATIONS ACADEMIC LEVELS & DEGREE TYPES OF INBOUND STUDENTS

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AS PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL HIGHER EDUCATION
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FIELD OF STUDY OF INBOUND STUDENTS IN SELECT COUNTRIES
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PROJECT ATLAS® was launched in 2001 by the INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION. The ini�a�ve has been supported by the Ford Founda�on, the Bureau of Educa�onal and Cultural Affairs 
(ECA) of the United States Department of State, IIE, and country partners. The goal of this collabora�ve global project is to share accurate and �mely data on student mobility at the higher 
educa�on level, addressing the need for improved research comparability of academic mobility data. Project Atlas also helps strengthen data collec�on capaci�es worldwide through customized 
workshops and academic mobility assessment projects. For more on global student mobility data and associated research, please visit the Project Atlas website at 
h�ps://www.iie.org/research-ini�a�ves/project-atlas/.

The Project Atlas 2023 release reflects the most recently available data reported by Project Atlas partners at the �me of publica�on. Visit website for details: h�ps://www.iie.org/research-ini�a�ves/project-atlas/

2023 release 

Total number of interna�onal students in host country:
>500,000 300,000-499,999 100,00-299,999 20,000-99,999 <20,000 or not a Project Atlas partner

Source: Project Atlas, 2023

LEADING PLACES OF ORIGIN OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY HOST COUNTRY PROJECT ATLAS DATA PARTNERS

PROJECT ATLAS RESEARCH PARTNERS

China
India
Nigeria
United States
Pakistan

UNITED KINGDOM
158,335
121,815

45,370
29,425
21,745

CANADA
India
China
Philippines
France
Nigeria

290,330
80,370
23,060
22,925
19,180

UNITED STATES
China
India
South Korea
Canada
Vietnam

289,526
268,923

43,847
27,876
21,900

AUSTRALIA
China
India
Nepal
Vietnam
Indonesia

140,111
55,750
34,013
14,224

9,999

GERMANY
China
India
Syria
Austria
Turkey

40,055
33,753
16,712
14,601
12,616

FRANCE
Morocco
Algeria
China
Italy
Senegal

46,371
31,032
27,479
19,185
15,264

ARGENTINA
Brazil
Peru
Colombia
Bolivia
Paraguay

14,069
13,801
12,794

9,112
8,189

JAPAN
China
Vietnam
Nepal
South Korea
Indonesia

85,762
28,848
13,757
13,073

4,709

ITALY
China
Romania
Albania
Iran
India

15,872
11,873

8,758
7,741
6,185

NETHERLANDS
Germany
Italy
Romania
China
Spain

22,775
7,633
6,717
5,610
5,599

DENMARK
Germany
Norway
Spain
Italy
Poland

3,253
2,610
1,680
1,535
1,301

NEW ZEALAND
China
India
Vietnam
Malaysia
South Korea

10,570
3,550

925
850
665

HUNGARY
Germany
Romania
China
Iran
Serbia

3,341
2,869
2,481
2,019
1,986

POLAND
Ukraine
Belarus
Zimbabwe
Turkey
India

47,960
11,947

3,605
3,431
2,737

SPAIN
France
Italy
Germany
Colombia
United States

17,849
15,846

8,873
7,977
7,308

CHILE
Venezuela
Peru
Colombia
Ecuador
Bolivia

4,870
4,288
3,501
1,633
1,542

PHILIPPINES
India
China
Nigeria
Nepal
Thailand

17,242
4,491

656
192
172

ISRAEL
United States
India
China
Germany
France

2,444
794
680
638
503

MEXICO
United States
South America
La�n America
Europe
Canada

21,395
18,583

7,196
1,459

852

Argen�na: Ministry of Educa�on of Argen�na
Australia: Australian Government Department of 
Educa�on and Training
Canada: Canadian Bureau for Interna�onal 
Educa�on 
Chile: Ministry of Educa�on, Higher Educa�on 
Division
China: China Scholarship Council
Denmark: Danish Agency for Higher Educa�on
Finland: Centre for Interna�onal Mobility (CIMO)
France: CampusFrance
Germany: The German Academic Exchange Service 
Hungary: The Tempus Public Foundaion
India: Associa�on of Indian Universi�es 
Israel: Council for Higher Educa�on
Italy: Uni-Italia
Japan: Japan Student Services Organiza�on 
Mexico: Na�onal Associa�on of Universi�es and 
Higher Educa�on Ins�tu�ons 
Netherlands: The Dutch Organisa�on for 
Interna�onaisa�on in Educa�on
New Zealand: New Zealand Ministry of Educa�on
Norway: Norwegian Agency for Interna�onal 
Coopera�on and Quality Enhancement in Higher 
Educa�on
Poland: Polish Na�onal Agency for Academic 
Exchange
Republic of the Philippines: Commission on Higher 
Educa�on 
Russian Federa�on: Center for Sociological 
Research, Ministry of Educa�on and Science
South Africa: Interna�onal Educa�on Associa�on of 
South Africa 
Spain: Spanish Service for the Interna�onaliza�on 
of Educa�on 
Sweden: Swedish Ins�tute
United Kingdom: Bri�sh Council
United States: Ins�tute of Interna�onal Educa�on

• African Network for Interna�onaliza�on of Educa�on
• Center of Interna�onal Higher Educa�on, Boston 

College
• Colombia Network for the Interna�onaliza�on of 

Higher Educa�on
• Interna�onal Associa�on of Universi�es
• Organiza�on for Economic Co-opera�on and 

Development
• Southeast Asian Ministers of Educa�on 

Organiza�on
• Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in New York
• UNESCO Ins�tute for Sta�s�cs

SWEDEN
Germany
China
France
India
Finland

4,166
2,302
2,276
2,125
1,951


