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The Kazakhstan – U.S. University Consortium (KUUC) Partnership Program aims to strengthen existing ties and foster new strategic partnerships between U.S. and Kazakhstani institutions through the development of an innovative consortium and community of practice.

Program Goal
The goal of the KUUC Partnership Program is to build greater financial management and research capacity in fields that support diversified economic growth, including agriculture, renewable energy, IT and STEM-related sectors through partnership between US- Kazakh higher education institutions, providing KUUC members with valuable insights and tools.

The main objectives of the program are to:
· Increase the understanding on diverse university financial management systems or entrepreneurial models.
· Increase adoption of university management, research and commercialization models, including financial sustainability principles.
· Increase the production of quality research publications that address private sector needs, including in agriculture, food security, environmental science, renewable energy, IT and STEM- related fields.


Project Proposals for the KUUC Partnership Program
IIE invites project proposals for the KUUC Partnership Program with a deadline of October 14, 2024.
A competitive joint project proposal should:
· Align with one, preferably two of the main objectives of the Program listed above.
· Include up to two U.S. institutions and up to two Kazakh institutions (with at least one being a public university from a city other than Almaty or Astana).
· Be sustainable in the long run. Your project proposal should articulate a plan and ensure that its benefits and operations will continue beyond the initial funding period.
· Provide a detailed budget (cost-sharing is encouraged).
· Include a detailed timeline for project implementation within six months.
Only one proposal on behalf of the partnership should be submitted via email by either party. If selected, IIE will enter into a subaward agreement with the U.S. partner. Selected seed grant projects will have the opportunity to share their projects and outcomes with the consortium, as well as complete seed grant specific monitoring, evaluation and learning activities. 

Submit by October 14, 2024 to Gaukhar Turganbekova at gturganbekova@iie.org. In your proposal submission email, use subject: KUUC Partnership Program Proposal Form – ‘Institution name 1’, ‘Institution name 2’, etc.

The Kazakhstan – U.S. University Consortium Partnership Program Project Proposal

	Name of Kazakh Institution(s):


	Name of the U.S. Institution(s):


	Program Objective alignment (preferably two of the three): 




	Type of Partnership (research/student mobility/curriculum development/faculty exchange/etc.):





	Rationale for your institutions to be working together on this specific project:





	Roles of the contributing partners (what are they bringing to the project, what value are they receiving):


	Title of Project:


	Project Goals or Objectives: 



	Project Budget (use template provided): Include as an additional attachment.

	Project Description (maximum 750 words): Showcase your project’s long-term sustainability, institutional support, innovation, feasibility and how it is mutually beneficial to all participating institutions. Include as an Attachment with Timeline.

	Timeline (November 2024 - April 2025): Include as an Attachment with Project Description.



	Short Project Summary (maximum 300 words):




