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Introduction

This year’s Spring 2024 Snapshot on
International Education Exchanges provides key
updates to academic mobility trends across the
U.S. higher education landscape at the end of
the 2023/24 academic year. Since 2005, the
Institute of International Education (lIE) has
released a snapshot report each fall on
international enrollment trends at the start of
the academic year.' During the COVID-19
pandemic, we expanded our analysis with the
COVID-19 Snapshot Survey Series, which
provided additional analysis in the spring. Now
in its third year, the Spring Snapshot on
International Educational Exchange series
includes insights on international students and
U.S. study abroad.

This report presents data from 662 U.S. higher
education institutions in two sections: (1)
current trends in international student
applications in the 2024/25 academic year and
recruitment patterns for prospective students
and (2) the realities of U.S. study abroad in
2023/24 and looking ahead to 2024/25.

Figure 1: Institutional sector
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Each section is supplemented with special
analyses by institutional type. The Snapshots on
International Educational Exchange
complement the Open Doors® Report on
International Educational Exchange, which IIE
conducts in partnership with the U.S.
Department of State./ As the Snapshot Surveys
represent a subset of the institutions surveyed
by Open Doors, the complete picture of
international student enrollment and U.S. study
abroad is also reported each November by IIE in
the Open Doors Report on International
Educational Exchange.

Survey Respondent Institutions

IIE administered the Spring 2024 Snapshot
Survey from June 17 to July 13, 2024. We sent
the survey to more than 2,700 U.S. higher
education institutions, and 662 institutions
submitted responses. The Spring 2024
Snapshot respondents' profile closely mirrors
the profile of institutions that completed the
latest Open Doors report. Similar proportions
are noted among geographic regions,
institutional sectors and types (Figures 1 and 2).

Figure 2: Institutional type
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Key Findings

The Spring 2024 Snapshot on International Educational Exchange focuses on the current state

of in-person student mobility to and from the United States and supporting the diverse

population of students participating in global exchange.

International Student Applications

Continue to Increase

53% of U.S. colleges and universities
indicated that 2024/25 international
applications were up compared to the
previous year, while 30% indicated that
numbers stayed the same.

Notably, 61% of Associate’s colleges, or
community colleges, noted an increase
in international student applications,
while only 7% noted a decrease.
Similarly, 58% of Master’s colleges and
universities noted an increase, while
16% noted a decline. The institutional
types that indicated more significant
decreases in international applications
included Doctoral universities (26%) and
Special Focus Institutions (23%).

Institutions recruiting undergraduate
students for future years are prioritizing
students from India, Vietnam, China,
Canada, and South Korea.

Most institutions recruiting
international graduate students are
focusing on India (66%), outpacing
recruitment in other places of origin.
China, Vietnam, and Nigeria are also
strong markets where colleges and
universities are conducting outreach.

Most institutions are focusing on
engaging current international students
to support their recruitment efforts.
Other popular outreach methods
include social media, alumni, and global
partnerships.

U.S. Study Abroad Looks Beyond Europe

Most U.S. colleges and universities
(94%) anticipate increased or stable
student participation in study abroad in
the forthcoming 2024/25 academic
year. This builds upon the growth noted
in 2022/23 and 2023/24 following the
declines during the COVID-19 pandemic.

While most institutions continue to
focus on destinations in Europe,
nontraditional markets are returning as
a priority: Argentina, Australia, Costa
Rica, Japan, Mexico, and South Korea.

Over half of all study abroad programs
in 2023/24 were faculty-led (55%).

Nearly half of the responding
institutions (45%) are prioritizing
sustainability measures in their study
abroad programming, including 17%
that offer virtual exchange options and
17% that have a sustainability plan.
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International Student Applications at U.S. Colleges and Universities

International student application numbers continue to reflect an upward trend, with 83% of
U.S. colleges and universities indicating that 2024/25 applications are up or have stayed the
same compared with the previous year.

International student applications for the Most notably, 61% of Associate’s colleges,
2024/25 academic year continue to or community colleges, noted an increase in
increase. international student applications, while

In advance of the 2024/25 academic year, only 7% of these institutions noted a

53% of institutions reported that their decrease. Similarly, 58% of Master’s
application numbers were higher than the colleges and universities noted an increase,
previous year, 30% reported that numbers while 16% noted a decline. The institutional
stayed the same, and 17% reported a types that indicated larger decreases in
decrease (Figure 3). Most importantly, we international applications included Doctoral
found that increases were evident across all universities (26%) and Special Focus
institutional types and academic levels, Institutions (23%). As Doctoral universities
including undergraduate, graduate, and host the largest proportion of international
non-degree. students nationwide, monitoring

Figure 3: International student applications, 2020/21 — 2024/25

2020/21 22% 26% 52%

2021/22 43% 19% 38%

2022/23 65% 23% 12%

2023/24 61% 28% 12%

2024/25 53% 30% 17%

B Increase B stayed the same B Decrease
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conversions from applications to
international student enrollments in the
2024/25 academic year will be important.

The largest application increases were
reported from Ghana, Nepal, India,
Nigeria, and Bangladesh.

The Spring 2024 Snapshot indicates
continued and steady flows of international
students from Asia, Europe, Latin America,
the Middle East, and Africa to the United
States in the coming academic year.

Most respondent colleges and universities
indicated increased international student
applications from Ghana, Nepal, India,
Nigeria, and Bangladesh (Figure 4). This
provides an initial look into possible
increases across these places of origin in the
2024/25 academic year.

Figure 4: Institutional increases in international
student applications by place of origin

Bangladesh Brazil Canada
40% 30% 36%
China Colombia Ghana
26% 22% 62%
India Iran Japan
47% 28% 20%

Mexico Nepal Nigeria
24% 53% 46%
Pakistan UK Vietnam
37% 23% 38%

Focusing more specifically on the top two
places of origin as reported in Open Doors

2023, 26% of institutions noted increases in
Chinese applicants, and 47% reported
increases in Indian applicants. It is
important to note that while international
student applications may be an early
indicator of inbound mobility trends,
students often complete applications for
several institutions, and thus, conversions
to international enrollments will capture
the actual changes for these places of
origin.

Most international students will be
studying on campus in 2024/25.

Almost all reporting institutions (97%) plan
to offer international students in-person
study in the United States. This is in line
with the desires of international students,
as many prefer in-person study for their
U.S. experience.” At the same time, with
the realities of visa delays and other travel-
impeding factors, including COVID-19, we
asked institutions what options they will
offer international students admitted to
their campus who may not be able to arrive
on campus by the start of the semester.

Approximately half (52%) of institutions
noted offering students deferment to spring
2025, while only 26% noted that they would
offer online enrollment to international
students until they could come to campus.
Given updated SEVP guidance for in-person
study for international students,V it is
unsurprising that institutions are less likely
to offer online enroliment to international
students, even in the short term.
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Looking Ahead: International Student Recruitment for Future Years

U.S. institutions looking ahead to future semesters remain engaged to attract international
students from across the world to their campuses. This section outlines the various strategies
that U.S. higher education institutions use to recruit international students to the United States.

Funding for prospective international
student recruitment remains stable.

U.S. institutions continue to invest
significant resources in international
student recruitment. As of fall 2023, most
colleges and universities (85%) reported
that financial support for student
recruitment efforts was the same or higher
than in the previous year (Figure 5)." This
level of engagement was noted across all
responding institutional types, from large
research institutions (87%) to community
colleges (83%).

Figure 5: Institutions reporting increases in
international student applications, Fall 2024
@ More financial support

Same level of financial support

@ Lower level of financial support

15%

23%

62%

This sustained financial commitment helps
many U.S. colleges and universities provide
resources and support services for
prospective international students, retain
staff, and conduct outreach initiatives to
attract international students.

In addition, the latest findings from Outlook
2030: The U.S. and International Education
indicate that with a possible increase in
international student enrollments, U.S.
colleges and universities will need to
prepare more resources and build capacity
to accept this influx of students."" According
to the Fall 2023 Snapshot on International
Educational Exchange, 92% of institutions
indicated their interest in growing their
international student numbers in the next
five years.

International outreach and recruitment by
academic level varies.

We continue to analyze outreach and
recruitment of prospective international
students by academic level, a feature that
we began with last year’s Spring Snapshot.
To have even more precise reporting, we
asked this year for the first time whether
institutions were recruiting international
undergraduate students, graduate students,
or non-degree students.

IIE Spring 2024 Snapshot on International Educational Exchange | 7



The findings indicate that of the 365
institutions that reported recruiting
international students for 2024/25, 96%
were recruiting undergraduate students.
Over half of the respondents (58%) were
recruiting graduate students; 32% were
recruiting non-degree students.

Finally, 28% of respondent institutions were
recruiting international students at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels.

Undergraduate Recruitment

Institutions recruiting international
undergraduate students are prioritizing
students from India, Vietnam, China,
Canada, and South Korea (Figure 6). This is
in line with some of the large senders of
undergraduate students to the United
States, though it is interesting to note that
the largest sender, China, is listed in fifth
place. This could indicate that institutions

want to diversify their undergraduate
market strategies beyond China.

This year's analysis includes a larger view of
recruitment beyond the top senders. In
addition to the markets already mentioned,
institutions are recruiting in Latin America
(Brazil, Mexico, Colombia), East Asia (Japan,
Taiwan), and South Asia (Nepal).

In the United States, most institutions (87%)
are also prioritizing international students
who are already in the United States and
attending high schools, as well as transfer
students from other U.S. colleges and
universities (65%). This has traditionally
been a pathway for institutions to welcome
international students already located in
the United States.

Figure 6: Undergraduate international recruitment markets

U.S. Int’l students studying at the _ 87%
high school level

incia [ 72%

U.S. Int’l students studying at the _ 65%
undergraduate level
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Graduate Recruitment

Most institutions are focusing on India for
international graduate recruitment (66%),
outpacing recruitment in other places of
origin (Figure 7). China, Vietnam, and
Nigeria are also strong markets where
colleges and universities are conducting

outreach to prospective graduate students.

The focus on Indian student recruitment
aligns with Open Doors data, which found
that most Indian students who came to the
United States in 2022/23 were graduate
students. With the prospect of continued
growth in mobility from India, many
institutions are focusing on recruitment
there. Similarly, Open Doors noted
increased Chinese graduate students in
2022/23.

Finally, slightly less than half of the
institutions (47%) are conducting outreach
to international students already in the
United States in undergraduate programs,

Figure 7: Graduate international recruitment markets

India

U.S. Int’l students studying at the
undergraduate level

China
Vietnam
Nigeria
South Korea
Mexico

Taiwan
Canada
Brazil
Nepal

Ghana

as this is a natural pipeline for students to
remain in the U.S. higher education system
for further academic study.

Outreach and recruitment strategies focus
on current international students.

Most institutions are focusing on engaging
current international students to support
the recruitment of prospective students,
and this strategy is similar across the
undergraduate and graduate levels (Figure
8 on the next page). 70% and 65% of
institutions noted leveraging current
international students for undergraduate
and graduate recruitment, respectively.

For both academic levels, social media is
also critical (63% and 58% for
undergraduate and graduate). This
indicates that institutions use diverse
strategies to recruit students at both
academic levels.

66%
47%
44%
36%
34%
32%
31%
31%
30%
29%
29%

29%
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When focusing only on undergraduate
student recruitment, more institutions
indicated leveraging international
partnerships (63%) and alumni (56%) than
reported previously.

As undergraduate students may also need

personal guidance as they navigate the U.S.

higher education system’s application
process, there are several ways that
institutions also engage with students in
person. Approximately 57% of institutions
held in-person events where they traveled
to fairs or regional expos in a student’s

Figure 8: Recruitment approaches

Undergraduate

70% 63%

Current international International
students partnerships

63% 58%

Social media Agents
outreach

57% 56%

In-person recruitment Alumni
events

home country, and 58% noted utilizing
agents as part of the undergraduate
recruitment process.

Outreach and recruitment strategies for
international graduate students also show
some interesting differences. These
institutions leveraged alumni at a higher
rate than in undergraduate recruitment
(61%). These institutions also leveraged
online recruitment events (54%) more
readily than in-person recruitment events,
which were more prevalent among
undergraduate students.

Graduate

65% 61%

Current international Alumni
students

D @

58% 58%
Social media Agents
outreach

56% 54%

International Online recruitment
partnerships events
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U.S. Study Abroad

U.S. study abroad continues to increase, as 94% of responding institutions anticipate study
abroad numbers will stabilize or increase in 2024/25 compared with the previous year.

U.S. institutions anticipate an increase in
study abroad numbers in 2024/25.

The vast majority (94%) of U.S. colleges and
universities reported increased or stable
student participation in study abroad in the
forthcoming 2024/25 academic year (Figure
9). This continued growth in study abroad
builds upon the growth noted in 2022/23
and 2023/24 following the significant
declines during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This expected growth of study abroad
participation was reported across all
institutional types.

The vast majority of institutions (89%)
reported offering in-person study abroad
programs for the fall 2024 semester, while
17% are offering online programs. Only one
reporting institution noted that their study
abroad program was canceled for the fall
2024 semester.

This indicates a shift back to pre-pandemic
study abroad plans and a strong focus on in-
person study abroad programming across
institutions and institutional types.

Figure 9: Anticipated study abroad numbers, 2020/21 — 2024/25

2020/21

2021/22 35%

2022/23

2023/24 62%

2024/25 74%

97%

14%

83% 11%

22% 17%

20%

Il 'ncreased

B stayed the same

B Decreased
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Destinations for study abroad move
beyond just Europe.

Europe has long been the predominant
destination for U.S. study abroad, and data
from this year’s Snapshot indicates that this
trend will continue in 2024/25.ViWhen
asked where institutions are planning in-
person study abroad in 2024/25, the most
popular destinations were the traditional
European locations (Figure 10).

Figure 10: Institutional priorities for study abroad
programming

Argentina Australia Costa Rica
51% 64% 70%
Rfe::)ii)l’llic France Germany

0, 0,

539 78% 70%
Greece Ireland Italy

61% 72% 80%
Japan Mexico Netherlands

76% 51% 58%
Spain South Korea i

80% 70%

Before the pandemic, institutions, sponsors

Kingdom
82%

of study abroad scholarships, and providers
made extensive efforts to diversify
destinations for engaging learning
experiences in regions beyond Europe. We
are beginning to see a return to these
nontraditional destinations. As of 2024/25,
many leading program destinations were
outside Europe: Argentina, Australia, Costa
Rica, Japan, Mexico, and South Korea.

For other destinations, shifts in geopolitics,
COVID-19 policies, and security will
continue to affect programming. For
example, China was the seventh most
popular destination before the COVID-19
pandemic, but as of 2024/25, only 34% of
institutions noted plans to send students to
China. Emerging global issues also affect
study abroad. Due to the ongoing conflict in
the region, only 10% of institutions
indicated planning study abroad
programming to Israel in 2024/25.

Most students participated in faculty-led
study abroad programs in 2023/24.

Many colleges and universities are
embracing different student study abroad
program options (Figure 11 on the next
page). The most popular way for U.S.
students to study abroad in 2023/24 was
through faculty-led programs. More than
half (55%) of the reported study abroad
students participated in faculty-led
programs.

Approximately 13% of students pursued
non-exchange programs where students
take only courses designed for host
university students. These students may be
on an integrated university study or directly
enrolled at the host university for the term.
Another 13% of students were on programs
with at least one special course developed
for the U.S. or other international students
on the program. There was a smaller but
still notable population of students who
participated in reciprocal exchange
programs (7%); internships (6%); research
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Figure 11: Students studying abroad by program type, 2023/24

B Faculty-led programs 55%

Non-exchange programs where

students take only regular 0
| university courses designed for 13%

host university students

. Study @ special course developed for 13%

Programs with at least one
the U.S. or other international
Abroad students
I Reciprocal exchange programs 7%
[ | Internships 5%

Research, field placement, or 4%
practicum experiences o

Clinical rotations 1%
B other 3%
programs, field placement, practicum increase from 6% reported in last year’s
experiences (4%); or clinical rotations (1%). snapshot.

Another programmatic design area
institutions can prioritize is choosing
transportation with lower carbon emissions

U.S. study abroad takes incremental steps
toward sustainability.

In recent years, there has been an increased while students are abroad, a priority that
awareness of how international education 15% of reporting institutions noted

can contribute to many of the United promoting, up from 8% last year. With
Nations Sustainable Development Goals many students studying abroad in Europe,
(SDGs) and the ramifications of train travel rather than flights between
international travel’s carbon footprint on countries is one way of decreasing a

the SDG’s Goal 13: Climate Action. As such, program’s carbon footprint. As institutions
some in the field have called for greater seek ways to make programs more
awareness of the climate effects of study sustainable, it will also be interesting to
abroad and additional research to showcase note whether short-term programs will
how U.S. higher education institutions are continue to rise in popularity.

H H viii
addressing these issues. Institutions also reported approaching

Among Spring 2024 Snapshot respondents, sustainability through measures taken by
approximately 45% noted implementing study abroad offices. Approximately 17% of
study abroad sustainability initiatives reporting institutions cited creating

(Figure 12 on the next page). For example, sustainability plans or commitments for the
approximately 17% of institutions noted the education abroad office, up from 9% last
expansion of virtual exchange options, an year. To understand how best to improve
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their future study abroad carbon footprint,
10% of offices are working to measure their
greenhouse gas emissions. To address the
direct effects of travel, 10% of institutions
encouraged students to purchase their
offsets, and 5% noted purchasing offsets
directly for the students, which could be
incorporated directly into study abroad
costs.

Finally, only 4% of respondents noted being
a part of the Climate Action Network for
International Educators (CANIE). More can
be done here to advocate for the field’s

Figure 12: Study abroad sustainability initiatives

Expanding virtual exchange
0,
17/3 options

Creating a sustainability
plan or commitment for the
educational abroad office

Prioritizing lower carbon
15% emissions transportation
while abroad
10(y Encouraging students to
g purchase carbon offsets
@ 10? Measuring greenhouse gas
& emissions

focus on the issue of climate change, and
CANIE is an important effort to bring this to
study abroad programs’ and U.S. colleges’
and universities’ attention.* While we have
seen some progress in the last year of
reporting, it is important to note that over
half of the respondents this year indicated
they did not have any sustainability or
climate change initiatives. We look forward
to tracking this information over time to see
if there are any changes in these initiatives
in the coming decade.

Reducing staff travel

Purchasing carbon offsets
for students

Member of the Climate Action
Network for International
Educators (CANIE)

Setting decarbonization goals

None of the above
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Conclusion

The Spring 2024 Snapshot on International
Educational Exchange presents the most
up-to-date international student mobility
trends to the United States and U.S. study
abroad as we approach the 2024/25
academic year. We note cautious optimism
in both inbound and outbound mobility as
institutions continue to cite increased
international student enrollment and U.S.
study abroad programming.

For both inbound and outbound mobility,
these increases signify an opportunity to
focus on diversity and access in
international education. For international
students, expanding to sender markets in
Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, or South
Asia means that U.S. campuses will benefit
from the richness of perspectives from
around the world. Expanding programming
beyond the traditional European
destinations in U.S. study abroad will
require advanced planning and bring
immense opportunities for students looking
to study abroad in nontraditional
destinations.

Finally, a focus on sustainability has been
growing, and we note that institutions have
introduced measures and action steps to
focus on sustainability and climate action in
their study abroad programming. With this
focus must also come the concerted effort
to discuss what is being done and surface
emergent practices so that U.S. colleges and
universities can learn from each other.

We thank the 662 U.S. higher education
institutions who generously took the time
to respond to this survey. Your responses
allow us to provide these insights and
continue discussing the future of
international educational exchange.
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